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Jordan 


By Marwan Asmar 
Star Staff Writer 

WE VE BEEN talking about it long enough Will 
WiU lhe Otters will 

JJKj. ** Sl de-stepped and end up on the periphery 

week has r2f ° f *f iee,ection campaign last 
r», and ended speculations on 
wneiner the elections wil take place or not Thp 
countdown for thr 4 Nove m ber P d“tio„ s "° nn?o' 


campaign 


be stopped now. 

1 .1! nc l IS no J° n g er the a point for argu¬ 
ment. the shift is now on the issues being handled 
by the candidates—more than 500 of them. What 
is interesting in any vintage electioneering cam- 
paign* is its indigenous character. Our streets 
roads, bridges roundabouts and public squares 
nave all become innocent targets for elections 
banners—banners that promise to spice up our 


otherwise mundane life for the next few weeks or so. 
m fact, this quaint Jordanian phenomena is today 
found in every nook and cranny in the Kingdom. 
North, south, east, west, they are all hoisted up. in 
between lamp posts, screaming at you, enticing 
you to make some son of judgment. 

Unlike campaigns in the West, where public 
rallies are at the heart of every candidates' strat- 


F °r the liberation of all 

occupied lands 


Contained on pace 2 
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Campaign slogans 

moderation; 
promise a ‘docile’ 



Lower House 


By Raed Al Abed 
Slat Staff Writer 
NOi LESS than 560 candi- 
. duies are busy waging their 
election campaign all over the 
1 Kingdom for the 80-seat 13th 

• Parliament which will be 
. filled on 4 November.' 

The campaigns are about 

• slogans and proratses^ambi 
liuus promises that range 
from a pledge to feed all jthe 
hungry mouths to' the usiial- 
oaih of “liberating Palestine 
from the river to the sea,"/ 

The election campaign is 
being waged in all 21 electo¬ 
ral districts. Seventeen 
women candidates have 
joined the race. 

However, this election is 
different from previous ones; 
The absence of the biggest 
Islamic opposition party, the 
IAF. is the most to be felt, fn 
the last parliament they held 
17 seats, nine seats less than 
the first parliament of 1989. 

This year's elections are 
the first io lake place after the 
Jonianian-israelt peace treaty 
was passed as law. It is the 
second multi-party elections 
since the beginning of the 
democratic process in 1989 
and the second under the con- . 
troversial single vote system. 

Reading the shape of the . 
coming Lower House through . 
the slogans splashed on the. 
ubiquitous campaign banners, 
observers think the 13th par¬ 
liament will be “a docile" 
House, since lhe majority of 
candidates have opted for 
moderate and realistic slogans 
that are less harsh on the gov¬ 
ernment and its policies, 
focusing instead on general 
morals and principles; But 
some candidates are critical 
i he peace process and 
normalization- with 


and improving the infrastruc¬ 
ture in poor areas.' 

However, the famous 
“Islam is the solution" slogan 
has disappeared from the 
streets of Amman and 
Zerqa—the strong bases of 
the Islamists. Streets were 
empty from slogans promot- 


slogans io promote them¬ 
selves and anract voters—on 
top of that to avoid political 
headaches. 

The Minisliy of Interior has 
issued instructions allowing 
banners to be placed and 
announced that the election 
campaign will begin on Fri- 
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Doha summit to 
convene in spite 
of opposition 


imi ihi. «nSrif rtf T-. j , - va.upoigii win oegin on bn- 


-s interests: 

.independent Islamists./ .who 
are ninning in the' elections, 
- opted .to: talk- about .Islam's 
. social morals. ‘■ 

" / Otic banner,- belonging- to 
independent; Islamists -Theib 
Abdallah, says‘Take Islamic 
morals into 1 your ft^art to 
bijild the -Islamic' state on 


ypufj Iand."'He is contesting a 


of 

oppose 
Israel. 

Most banners focus on pro- 
wdinu basic sen-ices and deal 
with social and economic ins 
Mich us fish ting unemploy¬ 
ment and poverty, providing 
health insurance for citizens,. 


sept in Amman's 1 st district. 

•; JBut, some banners arO^call¬ 
ing for the lifting or Sanctions 
on Ijibya and fraqajnd boycot¬ 
ting . Israeli, .products. These 
belong to- candidates of the 
Jcjrdanian Arab Ba’th Social¬ 
ist Party. Last week they pro¬ 
tested the removal Of some of 
"their. anti-Israel by - the 
government i ■' . 

Also banners •• that talk 
about combati ng '• corruption 
were also missing .from the 
race, although • some candi¬ 
dates; like former minister 
and candidate Ali Abu'Al 
Raghib, Amman’s 3rd dis¬ 
trict, promised to “safeguard 
public money”, i 
Observers ' - say that the 
absence . of the opposition, 
especially the Tslamists who 
are joined by eight leftist and 
pan-Arab parties, professional 
associations, cultural and 
women organizations, has 
cast its shadow on- the elec¬ 
tion campaign. 

Daily newspapers." which 
traditionally, make good 
money from campaign adver¬ 
tisements,. say spending by 
candidates-is hegiigible com¬ 
pared to previous campaigns. 

Observers arg^ that candi¬ 
dates seem to fully know their 
actual abilities and thus pro 
ferr'ed to resort to moderate;, 


for three Weeks. 

The law prevents candi¬ 
dates.from making any finan¬ 
cial incentives to voters and 
inflicts penalties against vot¬ 
ers who solicit their votes. 

The government maintains 
that the elections will be hon¬ 
est and fair. Informed sources 
at the Ministry of interior say 
the Ministry will launch a 
major TV network links in all 
electoral districts in Jordan to 
transmit vote counting and 
announce results. 

Total costs of the project 
are estimated at SI million, 
covering 26 TV units to be 
fixed in ail places and linked 
to the Jordan satellite channel 
and Arab Sat. ■ 


Political parties’ presence in 

campaign seen as marginal 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
THE 4 November elections 
will not only decide the shape 
of the 13ih parliament but it 
will, be a vote on Jordan’s 
eight-year-old democratic 
process, observers believe. 
The government will be work¬ 
ing overtime to encourage the 
majority of the 1.9 million 
registered voters to vote. It 
will hope to get no less than 
half of the eligible voters to 
participate. On the other hand, 
the Islamisi-Icd opposition 
camp, which is boycotting the 


elections, will see if their de¬ 
cision to abstain will turn the 
polling day into a political 
watershed for the govern¬ 
ment. 

Initial estimates show that 
90 percent of the about 560 
candidates are independent 
runners, mostly representing 
tribes and clans, while candi¬ 
dates from political parties 
form only four percent— 
compared to 12 percent in the 
previous elections. However, 
female participation has in¬ 
creased slightly from two per¬ 
cent in the 1993 elections to 


three percent this year. 

Only six political parties 
are contesting the elections 
with a total of 22 candidates, 
including candidates fielded 
by three opposition parties of 
the so-called “conditional par¬ 
ticipation parties” who decid¬ 
ed to run although their prior 
conditions were not met by 
the government. 

The Jordanian Arab Social¬ 
ist Ba’th Party is fielding five 
candidates. It has a radical 
line, rejecting any form of 
peace with Israel. The 50-year 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
THE DISPUTE over whether 
the Doha economic summit 
will take place or not has 
finally been settled. The host 
country, Qatar, is sending invi¬ 
tations to participants to attend 
the venue, now scheduled to 
take place between 16-18 
November. Over the last two 
months talks between Arab 
states have focused on the pos¬ 
sibility of postponing or even 
cancelling the summit. Some 
Arab countries, led by Saudi 
Arabia and Syria, have called 
for a boycott if the conference 
is convened. 

Egypt, however, still makes 
its participation conditional to 
further positive steps in die 
peace process. 

With these developments, 
the summit, called the Middle 
East and North Africa Eco¬ 
nomic Summit, has taken a 
political dimension rather than 
a purely economic one. The 
Doha summit follows Lhree 
others that were held in Casa¬ 
blanca. Amman and Cairo. 

Reasons behind the calls of 
some Arab countries to cither 
cancel, postpone or boycott the 
event are linked to Israel's 
hardline policy that led to set¬ 
backs in the peace process. 

The political arena in the 
Middle East has. for the last 
few weeks, seen a series of 



By Samir Raafat 

Star Cairo correspondent 

WHILE TURKEY and Israel talk of military coop¬ 
eration, the government of Ankara did not hesitate 
to reject the appointment of Ehud Toledarto as 
Israel s new ambassador naming him persona non 
..grata for remarks he made 13 years ago regarding 
the alleged Turkish massacre of Armenians during 
World War I. 

The Turkish government suggested Israel 
appoint an ambassador who will not arouse 
Turkish people’s opposition, and who will 
become the victim of TUrkish media. 

Similarly, the recent appointment of Dan Kunzer 
as Washington’s ambassador to Cairo can only spur 
the .Egyptian's people's disapprobation. The fact 
dial Kurtzer is Jewish doesn't really matter—there 
are several other secular foreign ambassadors with 


the 

not 


Jewish ancestry accredited to Egypt. Like their 
Muslim or Christian counterparts they are more 
than welcome in a land where Jews were present 
for millenniums, at varying times occupying senior 
posts in the country: senators, ministers and MPs 

But when it comes to the handpicked representa¬ 
tive ot the President or the Uniied Slates, who and 
what he personally ■ represents is of paramount 
importance. 

In Washington circles. Kurtzer is described as 
being more than just a warm Jew, meaning that the 
connection between Israel and Judaism is often 
blurred. There is this tangled emotional and relig¬ 
ious allegiance with the Jewish state which is apt to 
surface in times of crisis. 

The strong identification among America’s 
extot-wami Jews with the Jewish state derives from 
a deep sensation of a common Jewish fate, not to 


mention the Holocaust memories passed down 
from one generation to the other. As a result, many 
of Kurtzer’s highly placed Jewish colleagues took 
part in the singular Overseas Volunteer Unit, which 
allows American Jews to serve in the Israeli army. 
Equally important, there are the strong lies with 
organized North American Jewry, the pro-Israel 
lobby AIPAC being one of them. 

In neighboring Israel, we saw recently how Can¬ 
ada’s former ambassador to Tel Aviv. Norman 
Spector, returned to Israel to take up the post of 
publisher of the right of center Jerusalem Post . 
often siding with Israel against Canada whenever 
dicey bilateral issues arose. 

There is no doubt that veteran diplomat Dan 
Kurtzer is an authority on the Middle East. He not 

Continaed on page 2 


rapid developments, providing 
opponents with fresh amunition 
to further their call for a post¬ 
ponement. Bui under US pres¬ 
sure, Qatar has now taken ihe 
final step and issued the invita¬ 
tion letters. Analysts believe 
the regional view is now gear¬ 
ing up to encourage participa¬ 
tion in the surrtmil. ’ 

Observers feel optimistic 
that ihe release of Hamas 
leader Sheikh Yassin from 
Israeli jails together with pris¬ 
oners who were, set free after 
his arrival in Gaza have con¬ 
tributed a great deal to easing 
the political 'tension in the 
region. Added to this, is the 
announcement of the resump¬ 
tion of peace talks between the 
Palestinians and Israelis under! 
American sponsorship. > 
“Those parties who called 
for convening the MENA sun* 
mil were hoping thai such an 
economic venue will move id 
parallel or function as a con* 
plcmemary clement with Ih6 
peaceful solution”, says Df 
Munir Hamameh. a professor 
ar the Deportment of Economf 
ics in the University of Jordan. * 
And that's why these meet¬ 
ings were supported by manv 
sides such as the US. the Inte^ 
national Monetary Fund, ifit? 
World Bank and Israel as well** 
Other experts look at Lhjb 
venue from a different angle 
and deny the influence of the 
political aspect. "It is simply an 
economic conference.” says f?r 
Yusuf Mansur from the Min& 
try of Planning. ; 

He continues that Lhese con¬ 
ferences have been magnified 
in public eye by the medifi. 
"Naturally we don't expect tp 
come up with millions of dol¬ 
lars if we attend Dr. Mansur 
adds. “They are just an exhibit 
of investment opportunities." * 

Dr Hamameh - agrees and 
says that some consider thesfe 
regional meetings as a chance 
to aUract foreign investments, 
"but this is realty aft 
exaggeration." 

Qatar's Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad ben Jdssim Al 
Thani was quoted by Al Hayut, 
the London-based Arabic news¬ 
paper. as saying that his coun¬ 
try has the capacity to postpone 
the conference, but he added 
that any decision in this regard 
would be based on consulta¬ 
tions between Qatari officials 

Continued on page 2 
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Cubans crowd Havana Square 
to honor Guevara y s remains 


.of 

for 


By Serge F. Kovaleskl 
HAVANA—These are limes 

extreme hardship in Cuba. Ant. .... 
Carmen Almeida, the photo image that 
hangs in her bedroom of revolutionary 
Ernesto “Che” Guevara 
lying dead, his lifeless 
eyes staring at ihe heav¬ 
ens, heartens her as she 
denis with the food 
rations, power outages 
and endless wails "tor 
buses that are the 
withering rituals of her 
existence. 

"In Che, I have found 
a kind of god because he embodies 
such sacrifice, the ultimate sacrifice, 
which was death. When I seek inspira¬ 
tion to go on, this is what I sec in his 


Wor 

Report 


corpse." the 33-year-old teacher said, 
in this period of our history, when we 
are facing a tough economic crisis, we 
need to follow his principles of - 

struggle and hope. We 
need the strength of 
Che.” 

In one of the world’s 
most closed political 
systems and few remain¬ 
ing socialist economies, 
Guevara remains a 
potent symbol of hope 
and unity—one that the 
government has tire¬ 
lessly exploited in the 
past year. 

The importance of Guevara's legacy 
to so many Cubans was played out Sat¬ 
urday as hundreds of thousands of peo¬ 



ple such as Almeida descended on 
Revolution Square here in an emo¬ 
tional outpouring to pay homage to the 
guerrilla icon, who fought alongside 
Fidel Castro to topple dictator Fulgen- 
cio Batista and bring communism to 
this island nation four decades ago. 
Music praising the doctor-tumed-rebel 
was piped through large speakers as 
admirers hoisted Cuban flags and ban¬ 
ners emblazoned with portraits of Gue¬ 
vara and revolutionary slogans. 

Under a towering steel mural depict¬ 
ing the Argenune-bom revolutionary 
with his customary flowing hair, beard 
and beret, throngs of people endured 
long lines to briefly pass by the boxes 
holding remains of Guevara and six of 
his comrades in arms as they lay in 
state. The rebels were captured and 


executed in a mountain 
hamlet in Bolivia in 1967 while try¬ 
ing to export revolution there and else¬ 
where in South America. 

Inside the Memorial Jose Marti 
perched atop Revolution Square, an 
endless stream of people somberly 
filed past the remains contained in 
brown wooden boxes and draped with 
flags, while soldiers stood at attention. 
At one point, a weeping woman knelt 
and kissed the box bearing Guevara's 
name. AH lhe remains will be moved 
to a recently completed mausoleum in 
Che Guevara Square in the central 
town of Santa Clara, the site of the 
decisive battle led by Guevara that 
would overthrow Batista’s regime. 

After Guevara's body disappeared 

Continaed on page 2 
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Banners taken 
down, spark protest 


AMMAN (Star)—The elec¬ 
tions banners hoisted on our 
streets and some buildings are 
already causing a headache for 
the government. All this week, 
the concerned authorities have 
been involved in a censorship 
exercise, tearing down banners 
across the country which are 
deemed to be offensive, not 
only to public tastes but are 
deemed to be “politically 
incorrect." 

First to go are 190 banners 
that belong to Khalil Haddadin,. 
a candidate who is running for 
the Amman's 3rd District 
Christian seat. The banners 
were taken down by the offi¬ 
cials of the Amman 
Govemoruie. 

Haddadin. who is running 
for re-election os a Jordanian 
Arab Socialist Baath Party can¬ 
didate threatened to file a case 
against the Minister of Interior, 
at the High Court of Justice if 
the banners were not returned. 
His party sent a protest memo 
to Prime Minister Abdel Sal am 
Al Majalli. 

Reasons behind such action 
is to do with the phrasing of 
some of these slogans which 
attack a country that has good 
tics with Jordan. 

Some of those banners 
scream "no to normalization 
with Israel." or "our struggle 
against the Zionist entity is for 
existence and not for borders." 

Some leftist parlies in Jordan 
are against the Arab-Israeli 


peace treaty and still insist on 
calling the Jewish state as "the 
Zionist enemy.” 

Later. Haddadin's party 
issued a statement denouncing 
the removal of the banners and 
describing such practices as 
violation to the freedom of 
opinion. 

But other banners continued 
to be removed. Some of the 
banners of Hamadeh Faraneh 
were also taken down. The 
journalist candidate who is 
standing for Amman's 1st Dis¬ 
trict said 150 banners were 
taken down because officials 
considered them as a threat to 
national unity. 

Also some of the banners of 
the independent Islamic candi¬ 
date for the 1st District, Dr 
Theib Abdallah, were taken 
down. Although, this was car¬ 
ried out by the supporters of 
another candidate. 

The same goes for some of 
the banners of Saleh Al Zyoud. 
who is standing for the 4th 
District. 

But there were other reports 
of banners taken down in the 
country. In the Al Ramalha and 
Bani Kan'nah District. 120 
banners of Daif Allah Ali Al 
Zoubi were taken down for 
attacking what they termed as 
"the Zionist Enemy." 

The some goes for the ban¬ 
ners of one candidate in the 
Irbid District. His banners criti¬ 
cized the Jordanian-lsroeli 
peace treaty and normalization. 
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Following is Ike fist of 
women-'; candidates 
contesting the 4 November 


• AyshahAl Khawaja 

. (1st -District - Amman): 
. Muslim, member of- the 
center-right National 

. Constitutional Party. 

- • Emily Nafaa (3rd- District 
■ * - Amman); Christian. Member 
.'of the Jordanian Communist 
Party. 

• Tqujan Faisal (3rd District, 

Amman): Circassian. 

■ Independent opposition. 

'• Nonna Shatara. (3rd District 
. • Amman: - Christian. 
.IndeperidfiBi. •. , 

• ' Fatmeh - Hassuneh (4th 
District- Amman): - Muslim, 
independent. 

• FaitJous 'Al - Masri (5th 


District Amman): Muslim. 
Journalise independent. 

• Hiam Kali mat (5th District 

Amman): Circassian, 

independent 

% Laila Faisal (5th District 
Amman): Circassian, 

independent 

• Siham Bayaktah (Karaki: 
Muslim, independent. 

• Hafeetha Ma’aitah (Karak): 
Muslim, independent 

• Da’d Al Tamimi /Aqaba): 
Muslim, independent. 

• Samiha Al Tal tlibid): 
Muslim, independent 

• Fatimah Obeidat i Irbid): 
Muslim, independent 

• Ajayeb Hedeires (BaJqaJ: 
Muslim, independent 

• Wisaf Ka’abneh (Central 
Bedouin) 

• Nawal Al Momani (Ajloun): 
Muslim, independent 

• Sabah Al Anati (Zerqa): 
Muslim, independent 


Political parties’ list 
is marginal 


Continued from page 1 

old Jordanian Communist 
Party (JCP) is running with 
only one candidate. Mrs Emi¬ 
ly Nafaa. an old guard com¬ 
munist in the Amman's 3rd 
district. The JCP enjoys his¬ 
torical relations with its coun¬ 
terpan in Israel, and is the 
first Arab party to adopt a 
two-state solution for Pales¬ 
tine. 

In addition, the Arab Land 
Party, a one-year-old opposi¬ 
tion party, is contesting the 
elections through its secretary 
general. Mohammad Al Oran 
in theTafilah District. 

The left of center Jordanian 
Unionist Democratic Party 
(JUDP) is fielding four candi¬ 
dates. The party was ousted 
from the opposition alliance 
in 1996. when it approved the 
participation of Mustafa 
Shneikat in the cabinet of Ab¬ 
del Karim Al Kabariti. The 
JUDP which is dominated by 
reforming communists and 
pan-Arabists adopt a moder¬ 
ate line regarding the Middle 
East peace process and a con¬ 
servative stand towards the 
three-year-old Jordanian- 

Israeli peace treaty. 

The National Constitution¬ 
al Party (NCP), center-right, 
is running with a declared list 
of 12 candidates and "unan¬ 
nounced" list estimated to 


contain 21 candidates who 
will run individually. The 
NCP, which was formed, three 
months ago after a merger of- 
nine small moderate parties, 
is led by a number of former 
ministers- retired array per¬ 
sonals and heads of tribes. 
The NCP is said to be prepar¬ 
ing itself to be the future rul¬ 
ing party in the countty. 

The Islamists and other op¬ 
position parties accused the 
government of preparing the 
way for the NCP to become 
Lhe government’s party since 
the cabinet of Premier Abdel 
Al Salam Al Majali includes 
eight NCP members.. The 
NCP is headed by Abdel Hadi 
Al Majali, the premier's 
brother. 

The Islamist centrist trend 
is represented by the Arab Is¬ 
lamic Democratic Party 
(Dua'a) which is fielding one 
candidate. 

However, four ranking 
members of the Islamic Ac¬ 
tion Front (IAF). which is 
boycotting the elections, de¬ 
cided to risk their member¬ 
ship in the Islamic movement 


and-ran for the Lower House 
seats'. 

Dr Abdallah Al Akaileb, 
who led the moderate trend in 
the movement for. the past 
five years and one of the mi¬ 
nority bloc that opposes 1 ATs 
boycott, is again running in 
Tafileh. Also breaking ranks 
with the IAF are Mohammad 
Al Azydeh, Ratib Qaraleh and 
Ali Al Daradsheh. According 
to the spokesman of the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood, Jamil Abu 
Baker, the four Islamists are 
automatically dismissed from 
the movement based on the 
30-member Shura Council de¬ 
cision to dismiss any member 
who participates or votes in 
the parliamentary elections. 

Another seven independent 
Islamic figures are also run¬ 
ning: Theib Abdallah and Ah¬ 
mad Al Kassabeh (ex- 
members of the IAF), in addi¬ 
tion to Ali Ai Faqir, Fuad 
Khalafat, Abdel Majeed Al 
Aqtash. Ahmad Al Awaisheh 
and Mohammad Alawneh. ■ 


The Baverians are in Amman 


PEDESTRIANS and visitors to 
the Greater Amman Municipal¬ 
ity enjoyed the music of the 
Bavarian Group (Hans Loehner 
Band) that came from Hers- 
bruck 'the hart of Baveria in 
Germany. 

The group is in Amman to 
perform at the October festivi¬ 
ties held at the Inter¬ 
Continental Jordan, The Octo- 
berfest is a festival held every 
year in Munich, the capital of 
Baveria in Germany. 

On behalf of the mayor of 
Hersbruck Mr Wolfgang Plat- 
meier. Mr Loehner, the band 
leader presented Dr Mamdouh 
Al Abadi, the mayor of 
Amman with lhe shield of the 
city of Hersbruck. 

Dr Abadi thanked the leader 
of the band and gave him a 
message to be delivered to the 
mayor of Hersbruck in which 
he extended greetings from the 
city of Amman to Hersbruck. 



Dr Abadi mentioned the 
friendly old relations between 
Jordan and Germany and the 
continued cooperation between 
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the two countries. At the end of 
the ceremony he wished the 
group a pleasant stay in 
Amman. 

The traditional dance group 
of the Amman Municipality 
presented some dabkeh dances 
in welcoming the German 
group to Jordan. 

Die group will bring the tra¬ 
ditional Bavarian October! esi to 
Amman through performing at 
two special evenings held at the 
InterContinental Hotel on 15 
and 16 October 1997, This ■ 


Jordan’s silent 
election campaign 


Continued from page 1 

egy, Jordan's elections are of 
the silent and lonely sort. 
Public rallies are not allowed 
and thus street banners and 
newspaper ads are the only 
orthodox means that candi¬ 
dates have to reach the electo¬ 
rate. That and the mansaf 
circles. 

So the campaign trail is a 
battle for the best position for 
a banner or a poster. The ban¬ 
ner fever has its hazards too, 
especially for unsuspecting 
motorists, who may get dis¬ 
tracted unintentionally while 
driving and reading. Catchy' 
slogans attract motorists' 
attention and that could lead 
to nasty accidents. 

It would be interesting to 
check with the traffic depart¬ 
ment’s statistics and see if the 
number of accidents inside 
the towns and cities has risen 
during the election period. 

But seriously, however, the 
interests is likely to wane as 
we go into the throws of the 
election campaign. 

Banners say a lot of things 
and nothing at the same time. 
They are essentially catchy 
slogans, and although they 
have nothing to do with spe¬ 
cific policy, agenda or plat¬ 
form, they manage to tell you 
something about the candi¬ 
dates’ frame of mind, believe 
it or not. 


One honorable former 
member, who is now standing 
for re-election for the ump¬ 
teenth time, is one of those 
who has his agenda splashed 
on the streets, starting from 
arresting unemployment, to 
educating youth, women and 
building a national economy. 

The voters don’t really 
need to go to his electoral 
center, because what he 
stands for is right out there in 
front of you! Asking him how 
he would achieve all this 
would really be a waste of 
■your time arid his! 

Something that the slogan¬ 
eer may have missed is the 
fact that we do have a 
national economy, it might be 
in the doldrums just at the 
moment, but it is .alive, well 
and kicking. _ 

- Ai tot-wom en , while bis 
intentions are good and mean¬ 
ingful in calling for equality 
and justice between the sexes, 
one women prospective voter 
was actually very angry. 

She saw such a slogan as 
downright patronizing to 
women, a quite a few of 
whom are running along side 
him as prospective members 
of parliament. 

But the poor guy is actually 
saying something. Other ban¬ 
ners go from the timid, to the 
ludicrous, the meaningless 
and ultimately to the laugha¬ 
ble, even though electioneer- 





Cubanshom? 



Guevara’s^ 
remains 

Continued front page 

following his death atibe 
of 39, some of his banes 
discovered by a forensic 
m a secret 

returned to Cuba in July . 
ting the stage for an elaboraw.j^^- 
state comroemorarioo- of 
“30th Anniversary .of; #Hgi-S 
Death in Combat of die HetojEV 
Guerrilla and His Comrades?; 
that was inaugurated Saturday ^ 
and will culminate next Friday*j . 
when the remains are inosnedT.^ |J J 

The outpouring of reverence;^ iTJ 
for Guevara comes at a timcfe ijS g 
when Cuba is feeing ptesroipjg t 
questions about, the futuretof-. 
its socialist state modeLrA.?^ =? 
severe economic crisis- f 

developed as a result of the 
of. communism m the 5°Yiei ■; 
bloc and of punitive 
imposed on this CarflAeaiu^ c 
country by the United: States;^ 
through an embargo :and < 

Helms-Burton Act ' ; i 

President Castro has used gg; 
Guevara’s stature as a nationah-S&' 
symbol to his advantage^ He£^ 
opened the Fifth Congress, .of 
the Communist Party' y 

Wednesday on the anmversajyo.pS ^ 
of the rebel's capture . ardr*~ ;j 
closed the gathering on the en?e 
of the opening of the conv-.-^j 
memoration. . Moreover, the^« 
government recently tnitiated a^ 

“Be Like Che" campaign to; ^ 
counter the lack of interest ing 
communism among spme£^ 

Cuban teen-agers, and also'<fi£r% 
played a large picture of Gue-jV^ 
vara during the 14th World ^ 

Festival and Conference. oC<f : 

Youth and Students held. last;^ 

August iv? 

Since an extended tribute toj^ 
Guevara began a year ago. 
government has saturated thb-i^ 
public with news and promo- - ?^ 
tions about him. The official;^' 
Communist Party newspaper,;^ 
Granma, has run as many as ;^ 
six stories about him in one 

edition of its eight-page daily. ~ 

On the opening day of the j 

party congress stories 
glorifying *•; 

Guevara appeared to over-r.^ j! 
shadow the political meeting. 

Throughout the city, Che ^ 
memorabilia, 'including T -~fi 
shirts, berets, statuettes and ash ?V 
trays have been on sale, while 

L worldwide, books and movie^.; ’ 

‘ .abqttt tfie revolutionary's.Jid, 
- Hav tH j ecoroe a ironl-indu&yr.: 

In a news conference held tltis- - 
week. Guevera’s daughter,^ 

Aleida Guevara March, said,/-. 
There are many opportunists .^ 
who are exploiting an image. ^* 
and that of course is bother? A* 
some. But concerning 
young men and women who 
are wearing shirts with his^=l 
image, we think it means;yV 
something to them that he 

stay with them—and that is 

good." 

LA Times-Washington 
News Service ■; 
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Will he be wearing two hats? 


r & 


Continued from page 1 

only holds a Ph.D on the sub¬ 
ject but was directly involved 
with the Peace Process during 
the past nine years. Moreover, 
he will have privileged access 
to the principals back home, 
many of them coreligionists, 
which in a sense, means cutting 
out the Foggy Bottom Ara¬ 
bists—US State Department 
officer*, who 21 years ago had 
reportedly mid kurizer “You 
have id! the qualifications to 


serve in the Middle East divi¬ 
sion, but don’t even think of 
suggesting it.” 

But Kurizer is also a pious 
Jew who sticks to kosher meals 
and openly observes the Sab¬ 
bath and all commandments of 
Judaism. While there is noth¬ 
ing wrong with that, one can¬ 
not deny that religious and sec¬ 
tarian sentiments are high 
everywhere, from Belfast to Sri 
Lanka. 

‘Even in Israel Orthodox 
Jews resent the presence of 


their reform counterparts and 
refuse them access to certain 
shrines and locales. One 
doesn’t need much imagination 
to fathom the effects of 
appointing a Catholic mayor 
(even if he is a secular Catho¬ 
lic) in a Protestant district of 
Belfast” exclaimed a former 
Egyptian ambassador peeved at 
what he termed as America's 
‘insensitive’ decision. 

And while ambassadors are 
supposed to soften edges, 
bridge differences, soothe egos 
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http://arabia.com 

Unique Job Opportunity 

Arabia.On.Line, the leading Arab world on-line service, is seeking to 
employ competent personnel to work in their headquarter in Amman- 
Jordan, in the challenging world of Internet industry as sales and 
marketing coordinator. 

Candidates must employ the following qualifications: 

• BA graduates, preferably with a business administration or marketing 
degree 

• Computer and Internet literate 

• Sales and marketing skills for selling Internet products and services 

• Previous sales experience is a must 

• Good command in written and spoken English & Arabic languages 

Ail candidates should submit recent CV in a proper format, along with a 
covering letter mentioning their objectives, and why they see 
themselves as fit for this position. 

Please apply by fax or post, no later than the 25 th of Oct.,'97 

Attention: Internet Sales & Marketing Manager 

Arabia.On.Line 

Fax: 704239 

POBox; 911288 

Amman, 11191 

Jordan 




and press flesh they must afeo^i’ 
be perceived as impartial; io 
sectarian frays and interm^T 
politics. 

The risk here is that Kurtzert ^; ! 
even if not the case, wiH iavafci^ 
iably be seeiH-literally and; , |C 
otherwise—as prejudiced i tofoT 
certain anti-Arab irvterests. 

Interests that coincide- 
those of Israel, a country whk3riij! v : 
during the last few decade*, =: 
launched several military- '3R; 
sions against Egypt and 
continues to occupy and tboWw® 5 ^ 
nize Arab and Muslim territbty^S^' ; 

“Whatever he does and 
ever politically correct 
behaves, for as long : 

Arab-fsraeii conflict remdij^lf 
unresolved, the new Amernam';^ . 
ambassador will be perceiy&=|| . ] 
as wearing two hats. oneV^^; • 
them being a skullcap or y^si; 
mu Ike,” commented a profe^Sj^.; i 
of Political Science SLJ&iif 
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discernment will usBtd* 
untenable situations 
Egypt can do without 
point in time. One connotdSffi?^?.. 
gard the fact that a 
the Egyptian populatioq 
see Kurtzer’s appointmoitf^^ ■ 
an intolerable and ; cyjuP^^t 
American provocation. 
ocation from an A rnenCT.;*^^^^* 
claims to be Egypt's aJly.:.v ^^/ 
Except for Al Wafd. ^ 
ally feisty opposition 
here have been unchariK3Ww^;j? 
colly moot about 
recent appointment. So fec.l 
semiofficial press has 
disregarded the r r-ji 
altogether. • 

And since the sitting- 
ment is not expected- to fp8^5' 
Turkey’s example" 'wfceo£| 
rejected Israel’s j . _ 

Toledano because of -a < 
ment made 13 years, 
hardly expe«s PresideriK : ^ 
ton's administration to 
•is decision and do whatlii 
by Egypt* Look around fe 
representative of Unde. 

. who will be seen to be: 
only one hat.' 
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Weapons confiscated 

■ Mori; than 450 pieces of weapons including rcvol- 
. vers, nfles. and machine guns were, confiscated by the 
.1 General Intelligence Dept. (GID) recently. As part of its 
intensified activity, the Anti-Corruption Directorate of 
the GID was able to follow-up and stop arm smuggling 
operations into the country. It is said that it is no longer 
light arms such as pistols that are smuggled into the 
country but it is row much heavier weapons such as 
machine guns, and the source of this is extremist politi¬ 
cal organizations outside Jordan. After much investiga¬ 
tion. the GID inferred that these latest weapons were 
going to organizations whose objective was to under¬ 
mine the security of the country. 

Unqualified 

About 60 percent of those who work in ‘children 
institutions' that come under the authority of the Minis¬ 
try of Social Development are under qualified. Accord¬ 
ing to a source, only four of these employees have a uni¬ 
versity degree, while the rest don’t even have a 
secondary school (Tawjihi ) certificate. The source 
added that this has a negative effect on the children, who 
quite frequently come from broken homes and are in 
need of specialized care. While some training is carried 
•. out like the programs in the Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
{ linn, these are not enough to create a "qualified cadre", 
the source added. 

Brotherhood adamant 

I B The spokesman of the Islamic Brotherhood. Mr Jamil 
Abu Bakr. has said that that any Islamist running for the 

next parliamentary • 

November will be 

move merit'"'So 

former Islamist dep- . ^_• 

uly. Mohammad Al 

Hajj has said that he gk. 

wouldn't be running jf- .. 

for elections after 

all. and therefore he 

keeps his place in 

the movement. But 

Islamists whether 

members. former 

members of the • 

» Islamic Action Front 
» or independents are 
running in the elec- 

lions. These include . ■ ; 

Dr Fayez Rabieh. Mr Al aajj . 

Mohammad Al • 

Azaydi for Madaba and former member of the IAF. Dr 
Thieb” Abdallah. They all say that participation in the 
elections is not only- important, for the nation .but theyf 
aa ve a religious interpretation to fighting; the elections; 
they said chat from the Islamic point of view, it would 
be wrong not to participate. And on that score, there are 
four former ministers who are standing for elections: 
Abdel Raouf Al Rawabdeh, Abdel Razzak Tbeisfaat, All 
Al Faqir and Mohammad Alawneh. The last three have 
always run on Independent Islamist tickets. The Iasi two 
have lost their deposits in the last election and will be 
trving to make a comeback at the present one. 

Free Mr Sneid . * 

B The New York-based Human Rights Watch organiza¬ 
tion has sent a letter to Prime Minister Abdel Salam 
Mnjati appealing for the release of All Sneid, a 25 -y“f" . 
S old Jordanian waiter. Mr Sneid has been held in custody 
> since 25 September after writing a letter andcritf 
' front of His Majesty King Hussein in Madaba cnti- 

cizinc a high level public employee. Since newspapers 
refused to publish his letter, he made photocopies of it 
j Hicirihuied it by hand- and it was ilien that he was. 

^ Jed Human Rights Watch say that Mr Sneid has a 
f S to express himself freely. This is not 

timethatMr Sneid was arrested. He wrote a 
Sav on the trial of Leith Shbeilati now president of the 
Jordan Engineers Association, in which he entunzed the 
Sneid was on Ms way to h.s home v,l- 
lage Theihan when he was arrested. 

Kudaet of JD 66 million • - 

■ The Greater Amman Municipality’s’ budget for 1998 
■ T* G S nl]D 66 million. This has been approved 

fcSSkwsa; 

'' sgagy S SSSsa 

that there are ™ wcieu j£ ndo m. The*, including 
s:“ £u, ®n that for every 200 people ,n 
Ihe^ountryOwre is one organization. 

Shutdown ■ f n A j Ruseifa have been 
B l '^P d f^Sring to health and safety regula- 

ciosed down for "‘^“? 1 L sl f uro nts. bakeries, butcheries 
lions. The 5 © me jc Safel y committee (pSC)ofthe : 
and factories. The P«N ^ed out the closures, said 
Ru^seifa Council which h establishments 

?SSabo issued warnings to Officials of 

for Rotating ^closed down, if *eeom- 

finds Stf ^ h3Ve " 0t adj “ S 
m'rt^iJund ol‘inspection. 

Unfit for P^USs^havTtae'n destroyed in *= 

i expire ,u„#n 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson , the Regent, heads a meeting of the Ministerial Development Committee at 
the Royal Court, Sunday. The meeting, which was attended by Prime Minister Majali , and the members of the commit¬ 
tee, stressed the need to bridge the gap between the recommendations of the 5th Science Week, which was held lately, 
and government policy in oilfields. Prince Hassan reiterated the importance of productivity, quality and transparency in 
the course of development Deputy Prime Minister for Development Affairs, Dr Jawad Al Anani heads the committee. 


Palestine Heritage Week 


In memory of 


one days 


By Ibtisain A wadat 

Special to The Star 

TRADITION. HERITAGE and 
identity are once again being 
displayed in lull attire. The Paf- 
estine Heritage Week, currently 
going on at the Professional 
Association Complex, is prov¬ 
ing a great success. Thousands 
upon thousands are visiting the 
event which started 6 October 
but carries on till 17 October 

The week, which is held 
under the slogan of 'The land 
.... first,” is organized by three 
professional associations—the 
Engineers. Pharmacists and 
' Agricultural. 

The venue is complex in 
scope since it seeks to provide 

rtfestingfl ^adjtip 
by having oinerem folklore 
groups* a photographic exhibi- 
* dons. and 3 bazaar that have 
‘ Palestinian costumes, posters, 
handicrafts and paintings as 
well as folkloric brick-a-brac. 

■ But this is only the cultural 
side. The Week was rich on the 
intellectual side as well. Semi¬ 
nars and lectures on Palestin¬ 
ian history and rheirattempts to 
confront the Israeli occupation 
were a major pan. Many per¬ 
sonalities of national repute 
spoke on the past and coming 
challenges. 

These included former depu- 
; ties Ibrahim Zeid Al Keilani 
and Hammam Sa’ed; Lawyers 
Association’s President Huss¬ 
ain Mjali. Jerusalem expert 
Ra’ef Najem, political activist 


Doha summit 
set to glitter 

Continued ffrom page 1 

and the Americans. 

Qatari officials say the third 
MENA venue was downgraded 
-to a conference at a ministerial 
level, but expect its status go 
back to that of a “summit”, in 
the light of positive political 
developments if there are any. 

Presently, invitations were 
sent to foreign ministers. Qatar 
expects more than 2500 partici¬ 
pants in die venue including 
800 participants of states rep¬ 
resentatives, 800 businessmen, 
300 representatives of regional 
and international organizations 
and 500 journalists. About 500 
Qatari personalities are expect¬ 
ed to. take 'part. Invitations. 

• were sent id more than 80 
countries and some Latin 
American stales expressed 
their willingness to attend for 

the first time. 

Dr Hamameh argues that ec¬ 
onomic normalization, which 
preceded a comprehensive so¬ 
lution for the Arab-Israeli con¬ 
flict with Israel, has benefited 
Israel by allowing it to rebuild 
relations with countries that 
were observing the Arab boy¬ 
cott of Israel. 

Analysts say that Israel, real¬ 
izing the weight of Arab.public 
opinion and calls to impose 
pressure on the host country to 
postpone the summit, made 
some “manoeuvres” to calm 
down the tension. 

The release of Sheikh Yas¬ 
sin. Israel’s decision to allow 
Palestinian workers to re-enter ' 
Israel for work, after imposing 
a blockade on the Palestinian 
territories for the past six 
months and the retease of due 
funds belonging to the Pales¬ 
tine National .Authority are 
among such manoeuvres. 

Analysts point out that Israel 
is the main, if not the only ben¬ 
eficiary from the Doha summit, 
which she considers ^ as a 
“gateway” to the region’s raar- 


Naji Alloush and ' : 

columnist* Tareq 
Masarweh and - • 
George Haddad. 

The event very i 
much had a Pal- I 
estinian/Arabisl I 
feel to iL of a I* 
bygone age. This L*^ 
was particularly j Vff k 
evident during gB? 
the "AI Anashnda : | V' 1 
(Chanting) Fcsti- I , l ^ 5 
val that was held, [ fr _ ^ 
Local groups Am' 
such as the AI 
Yanmouk. Al 
Bayader. AI * 

Bara’a and Al 
Raw ahi cnlighl- S |>| i-4* 
ened the audience 

^hJh^^nd and' DefutiPr 

^ J° Ve ° f thePalesr 
human beings. 

'The purpose 
of this week, which is held 
annually, is to keep the Pales¬ 
tinian people in touch with 
their traditions and heritage and 
: keep it alive in our hearts and 
minds” Mr Ali Sabri the Presi¬ 
dent of the Agricultural Engi¬ 
neers Association tells The 
Star. “Lust year 25.LXKJ visited 
the different activities but this 
year we expect the figure to go 
up to 30.000.” 

However, one of the most 
eye-catching events pul on by 
the organizers, is the photo¬ 
graphic exhibitions. There is a 
special room which gives a pic¬ 
torial as well as a minute docu- 






.4**SSi. 





Deputy Prune Mrrriyrprfnr Sntfrd Affairtr/Alnlatiah Msour, wh&'openlAt 
the Palestine Heritage Week, is shown around some of the exhibits 


meniary view ol Palestinian 
cities and villages. Many visi¬ 
tors were .ilnvist running over 
each other in see what hap¬ 
pened i»> the tillages they came 
from and what the Israelis have 
done to them. 

In another mom. the pictures 
of Israeli atrocities v.crc graph¬ 
ically displayed through the 
expert lens. A section ut the 
riMnn tt.i*. also JcMficJ what is 
termed a.s Palestinian lage. 
having photos ol Palestinian 
martyrs and then l.nnilics. and 
in tins respect, .ilso. you ean 
see a photo l..»r ^elna Ay;tsli 
and his sun. Also there is i.»ne 


for the spiritual Hamas leader 
Ahmad Yassin. 

Walking through ilu.se halls 
you feel a sense of moral oui- 
rage and a huge personal loss at 
the indigniiv of it all. 

A special room is designated 
for the Cana massacre with a 
statement by a UNIFIL officer 
with :t foretelling comment: 
"The posts will he rebuilt 
quickly, what we sec here, 
however, will be kept in our 
memories for ever—a quote 
from the French daily Le 
Monde. 

You leave the exhibition 
with utter despair. B 


Rumors, mockery and elections 

Since the kick-off of the election campaign last week, 
local daily columnists have also staned to open their big 
guns. 

Despite the fact that more than 500 candidates have regis¬ 
tered for the 4 November race and more than half a million 
voters-, of the 1.9 million who registered, received their elec¬ 
toral ID cards and in spite of the campaign fever evident in 
the thousands of banners hanging in the streets of towns and 
cities, “we still hear speculations about the possibility of 
extending the term of the present parliament or postponing 
the elections, and we hear rumors ahom a possible cabinet 
reshuffle or a complete government shake-up.” Oraib Al Ran- 
tawi writes in Ad Dusiour daily- He odds that “the spread of 
‘rumors’ in our life has its own mechanism and reasons 
which must be taken into account." The writer believes that 
the rumor mechanism "distinguishes us from our neighboring 
countries.” 

He argues that these rumors have a snowball effect, usually 
beginning in small saloons. He adds that these rumors are 
made by those who have an interest in. say. the postponement 
of the elections. 

Ranlawi says that if, for example, somebody gets angry 
with a minister, then a {government] reshuffle will be the talk 
of the country and the nation, but if ihe ’anger’ is directed 
against the premier or his deputy, "then a comprehensive 
change of the government becomes a must.” 

Rantawi adds (hat the mechanisms of spreading rumors is 
working efficienlly. They arc a son of ’’hot air balloons” 
which seek to say what “we cannot speak about in public.” 
They test public mood. 

He ends by saying that the "rumor kitchens ore just like 
restaurants and sweat factories, looking for on occasion to 
make business, and in this case the elections are the season 
for rumor spinners. 

in his column in Al Ra’i daily, titled "The Comedy of Elec¬ 
tions” Fakhri Kawar, focuses on candidates' banners that 
"make no sense.” Kawar writes, for example, one banner says 
“The teacher looks after the educational process." Kawar 
adds that such statements are taken for granted and say noth¬ 
ing new especially about the candidate. He adds that such 
patronizing slogans are in effect harmless, benefiting neither 
the candidate or his constituency. 

Slogans which say that "work is honor", “voting is a 
stance”. "I will stand by you", “the deputy is the servant of 
all”, or "a house for every citizen and a university seat For 
every student.” do nothing for the intellectual capacity of the 
| person behind such slogans. 

Some candidates indulge in elementary chatter which 
Kawar describes as not "worth the ink splashed on the ban¬ 
ners." He asks whar does standing against ethnicity, tribal¬ 
ism. apartheid and regionalism really mean. 

The writer concludes by summarizing the slogans on our 
streets as follows: some candidates do not like to be on 
record, some behave like teachers who talk to people as if 
they are siting in a classroom, some candidates address voters 
by using “big talk, even bigger than their size." because 
"their promises do mu fit any legislator in the world." How¬ 
ever. the fourth kind of candidates, which Mr Kawar believes 
are the minority are those who "know what they want and 
clearly declare their stances and promises and stick with their 
positions.” 

The writer inferred it would be a sad Lower House if the 
current slogans arc translated into deeds at the next session, 

■ adding that the Lower House would serve as "fertile material 
Fo? the progress of sarcastic literature jnd provide cartoonists 8 
with ample material.” I 

New ALC opens 

Amman (Star)—United States Ambassador to Jordon Wesley W. 
Egan and Dr Mahmoud Massad. Director General of Education 
representing Minister of Education and Higher Education Dr 
Mumher Al Masri. inaugurated the new premises of the American 
Language Center (ALC) in die Jandaweel area. Amman. T7ie rib¬ 
bon-cutting ceremony was attended by ALC staff and students, a 
large number ul ALC alumni, and representatives of several gov¬ 
ernment and private sector organizations that sponsor ALC stu¬ 
dents. These sponsors include the Ministry of Finance, the Minis¬ 
try of Education. Army Headquarters, the Customs DepL. the 
Central Bank of Jordan, and the Social Security Corporation. 

More than 8000 Jordanians have studied at the ALC since it was 
established in 1989 to meet a pressing need in the community for 
professional quality English language instruction. About 50 per¬ 
cent of ALC students are sponsored bv their organizations in rec¬ 
ognition of the value of English language in opening doors to in¬ 
ternational development and in enhancing commercial ties with 
nations worldwide. B 
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Cross-examining our candidates 

CAMPAIGNING FOR the 4 November elections has begun in earnest and will 
continue for another two weeks. Banners hang in almost every street and every 
roundabout in every city, town and village. They are the most evident and prob¬ 
ably effective tools of any candidate in addition to newspaper advertising. 

But campaigning, Jordanian style, has been described as one-sided and silent 
Candidates reach for voters’ minds and hearts through one-line slogans, that are 
more often than not too broad, too general and too repetitive. After two general 
elections and three campaigns, Jordanians are used by now to the banner treatment. 
They know what to believe and what to disbelieve; they can sense if what the can¬ 
didate is promising is indeed realistic and pragmatic or not They have trusted can¬ 
didates before and now they may be able to make a better value judgment. Or can 
they? 

This election, for the 13th parliament in Jordan's history, differs from the last 
two elections. If the first was held amidst the new found democratic euphoria, the 
second had the added value of the participation, for the first time in decades, of le¬ 
galized political parties. This time most of the political parties, in addition to prom¬ 
inent independent figures, are staying away to protest government policies. The 
field has been left open for weaker independent candidates and for strong tribal 
representatives to join the fray and fight their way into the Lower House. 

There is no doubt that the euphoria of the early 1990s has subsided. If slogans 
are any indication, they reflect a more moderate, less aggressive and realistic aspi¬ 
rations and promises on the part of the candidates. That's not so bad after all. But 
since campaigning is one-sided and of the silent nature, we fear that public inter¬ 
est, and therefore participation and involvement, in the electoral process may be on 
the decline. 

We think it might be a good idea to allow candidates to hold public rallies and 
speak of their programs and voice their ideas. We believe voters have the right to 
know more of the candidates' capabilities and thinking and go beyond the one-line 
slogans, or carefully worded manifestos, that cannot be contested by voters. 

We believe voters should be allowed to cross-examine candidates so that real is¬ 
sues could be discussed in public and candidates can take a public stand on these * 
issues. 

Allowing candidates to make televised campaign commercials is a step in the 
right direction. But it is not enough. Jordanians are entitled to test their candidates 
before election day. They are entitled to hold their future representatives to their 
words and pledges. Banner campaigns do not offer citizens the opportunity to 
judge who is the best of the best,"especially in big cities and towns where most 
candidates venture into public service for the first time. 

We are talking about a parliament that will lead Jordan into the 21st century. If 
realism and moderation are marking the current election campaign, then the gov¬ 
ernment should allow a two-way debate to take place in a democratic fashion Jl 

Iran claims it warned US military 
away from Gulf exercises 


CAIRO—Even as a US commander said Tuesday 
that violations of southern Iraq's "no-fly” zone 
have ended since the aircraft carrier Nimitz 
reached the Gulf this week, uneasy neighbor Iran 
warned American forces not to get too dose to its 
navy. An Iranian official said that Tehran had 
cautioned the US destroyer Kinkaid and a recon¬ 
naissance plane to turn back to avoid interfering 
with planned exercises designed to showcase the 
Islamic Republic’s growing navy, including two 
new Russian-built submarines. 

US officials, however, could not confirm that 
any such incident took place Tuesday and said 
the Kinkaid had been docked in Bahrain since 
Monday afternoon. The tensions highlighted the 
ongoing delicate power balance in the Gulf. The 
arrival of the Nimitz coincided with Iran's most 
extensive naval exercises in years —10 days of 
war games covering a 15,000-square-mile area 
and involving more than 100 vessels. 

Although US and Iranian naval forces were in 
close proximity, both countries emphasized a mu¬ 
tual desire io avert any incidents. The Nimitz 
commander, US Rear Adm. John Nathman, told 


CNN Tuesday that interactions between die US 
and Iranian militaries were "professional and 
courteous." A few days earlier. Iranian Defense 
Minister Ali Shamkbani had said, "We don't see 
any reason for friction." Nathman suggested that 
the arrival of the Nimitz has already had its in¬ 
tended effect over southern Iraq. “We’ve seen the 
activity in the ‘no-fly 1 zone actually calm down 
in the last couple of days, which is, l diink, signif¬ 
icant because of our presence here,” he said. 

The Nimitz, with its 75 aircraft and an accom¬ 
paniment of six warships, rea ched the Gulf on 
Sunday, about two weeks ahead of schedule. 
President Clinton had ordered an accelerated de¬ 
ployment in response to violations of the “no-fly" 
zone in southern Iraq by both Iraqi and Iranian 
fighters. The incidents occurred 29 September 
when Iranian jets attacked bases in southern Iraq 
that are used by Iranian dissidents to launch at¬ 
tacks against Iran. Iraqi fighter jets then scram¬ 
bled in response.* 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 
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When is terror 

not terror? 
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By Michael A. Hoffman II 

THERE'S AN old joke about 
the president of the United 
States. Waiting outside his of¬ 
fice to greet him is the pope of 
Rome and the chief rabbi of 
the Israelis. “Which one 
should l send in first?" an aide 
asks. “Send the pope in first." 
the president replies. “I'll only 
have to kiss his ring." 

Even when Israeli Prime 
Minister Bibi Netanyahu is 
caught red-handed ordering 
the murder of Arab leader 
Khaled Misha’l in Jordan—the 
US media will not describe it 
as a terrorist act. but rather 
pan of the “fight against ter¬ 
rorism.” 

This is how Netanyahu’s 
spin-doctor, “image advisor" 
Arthur Finkelstein wants the 
American news agencies to re¬ 
port the attempted assassina¬ 
tion and US media executives 
have complied. It’s not just 
presidents who must kiss Jew¬ 
ish posteriors. The Fourth Es¬ 
tate's fearless feature writers 
must pucker up too. 

A government which rules 
by assassination is generally 
regarded as barbaric- But even 
when Jewish secret agents 
squirt poison in the ear of an 
Arab in Amman Lhe way their 
forebears in Murder. Inc. 
rammed ice-picks into wise 
guys in Brooklyn, somehow it 
still doesn't qualify as terror¬ 
ism. Said James Rubin of the 
US State Department, "We are 
not in the habit of second- 
guessing Israel when it comes 
to her security.’’ 

Squirting poison (Zyklon B 
perhaps?) in the ear of an Arab 
leader is not going to enhance 
Jewish security. In the eyes of 
everyone not dwelling in Zion¬ 


ist Wonderland, government 
assassination is gangsterism, 
not staiesmenship. 

While the American media 
seek to transmute the naked 
truth about the Mossad’s at¬ 
tempted murder into some¬ 
thing palatable, the rest of the 
world, including 800 million 
Muslims, will take it for what 
it is—proof that the Israelis 
are the same bunch of bomb- 
throwing cutthroats who 
founded the country in 1948. 
Thai the tactics of the Irgun 
and the Stern gong continue 
unabated under the present Is¬ 
raeli administration is patent. 

When is terror not terror 
then? Why. when the Jews do 


it. of course. The Israelis are 
not only masters of the dou¬ 
ble-cross, but the double- 
standard. Perhaps we should 
call their murders, (if the 
phrase has not already been 
coined by some ambitious 
pundit with an eye on a Pulit-. 
zer), “deterrent retribution." * 
It’s too bad His Majesty 
King Hussein released the 
Mossad agents responsible for 
the assassination attempt. 
What a trial their prosecution 
would have made. The vic¬ 
tim's account, the strange 
weapon, their high-level or¬ 
ders—the whole testimony 
might even have awakened 
some Americans. 


But instead the American 
people, the ones with the 

chapped lips, must continue to 
apply them to Bibi’s backside 
and chant as they do so. Ter¬ 
ror is not terror when your 
Lordship commits it” 

There was a time, not so 
long ago, when Americans ob¬ 
jected to the deference ■ the 
pope required. ■ 

Michael A. Hoffman II is a 
former reporter for the Asso¬ 
ciated Press. His column is 
distributed electronically by 
The Campaign For Radical 
Truth In History 

httpUfwww.hoffiTum-info.com 
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A flap over Iran 

...there can be no compromising with an Iranian foreign policy 
that undercuts the post-Cold War code of respect for the 
legitimate and fair interests of others...Iran’s foreign policy is 
likely to be among the last things that a reforming Tehran 

leadership would touch 


By Stephen S. Rosenfeld 

WASHINGTON—The great 
streams of international com¬ 
merce flowing from growth 
and globalization keep expos¬ 
ing the United States to a po¬ 
litical trap. The latest is the 
dispute over France's determi¬ 
nation to support a $2 billion 
private natural gas investment 
in Iran—a deal the United 
States had denied to an Amer¬ 
ican company, Conoco, out of 
concern for the Ayatollahs’ 
rule-breaking foreign policy. 
Washington takes the high 
ground, Paris rakes in the 
chips, Tehran grins. 

Not that the French and 
their Russian and Malaysian 
partners in this deal, and the 
makers of other deals in other 
miscreant stales, are entirely 
indifferent to the obligations 
of international citizenship. 
But they are only selectively 
attentive. United Nations 
sanctions hold on Iraq. Thus 
Iran, which only Washington 
has sanctioned, becomes in 
dollar potential Lhe largest 
single economic wedge be¬ 
tween the United States and 
its allies. 

A wedge between the Unit¬ 
ed States and France is not 
about to lead to the whole un¬ 


raveling of on ancient and 
durable friendship. But it col¬ 
ors the climate in which other 
issues are treated. Most im¬ 
portant, it undercuts Ameri¬ 
can efforts to address Iran's 
serious and continuing mis¬ 
conduct—its support of terror¬ 
ism and subversion and its ha¬ 
rassment of Arab-israeli 
peace prospects. 

France, with its air of na¬ 
tionalistic taunting of the- 
United Slates, is an easy and 
templing target for American 
rebuke. What is especially 
troubling these days, howev¬ 
er. is a drift of American 
opinion suggesting that the 
United States should accom¬ 
modate the revolutionary re¬ 
gime in Tehran—early and 
with Few conditions. 

The drift comes from coun¬ 
try specialists who are experts 
nn Iran and from . strategic 
thinkers who are eyeing the 
new “great game" shaping up 
over energy resources and 
strategic presence in post- 
Cold War Central Asia. To 
Lhese folks a promising new 
day was foreshadowed by last 
May's election victory of for¬ 
mer minister of culture Mo¬ 
hammed Khatami, who— 
*rding to Robin Wright 

.. Shall I Bak hash in Foreign 


Policy magazine— 

campaigned on a platform 
stressing pluralism and the 
rule of law. 

Those who saw the Khata¬ 
mi sweep as opening a win¬ 
dow of opportunity were fur¬ 
ther encouraged when the 
Clinton administration said it 
would not oppose a new natu¬ 
ral gas pipeline crossing Iran 
from Turkmenistan to Turkey. 

In fact, what is missing 
from lhe more sanguine 
American projections is a 
coming.to terms with the Aya¬ 
tollahs, who outrank Khatami 
and who appear to command 
the ramparts or Iranian for¬ 
eign policy. It is true that 
many Americans retain a bit¬ 
ter memory of Iran's capture 
of the US Embassy in Tehran 
in 1979. But the bombings in 
Europe and elsewhere abroad, 
subversion in the Arabian 
Gulf and Sudan, the attempts 
to sabotage Palestinian-Arab 
talks, death threats against 
Salman Rushdie: These con¬ 
crete deeds continue. Lost 
year's Khobar bombings in 
Saudi Arabia, which took 19 
American lives, also apparent¬ 
ly must go on the Iranian ac¬ 
count. 

Iran, it is pointed out, has 
its own perhaps even more 


Lurie's NewsCartoon 



.. _ "fit least the Americans won't be shooting at us.' 

(Mna Omg On Iran and Iraq darted Id Aow tigra of Mbar-oama, Bw Hmatfanef 
si mwiMB beam iwwui and afl prim fumped by one a*m par teraL) 


deeply felt historical grie¬ 
vance against the United 
States—the American CIA in¬ 
tervention of the 1950s that 
deposed a popularly elected 
leader, saved the then-young 
shah and subsequently 
brought America the “great 
Satan" tag. To cite this now- 
unimaginable Cold War epi¬ 
sode, however, is not to ex¬ 
cuse the Iranian regime’s mis¬ 
conduct in more recent years-- 
We are all necessarily living 
now by the code of 1997, not 
1954. 

At some point the United 
States may be led to review 
its own historical record in 
dealing with Iran. That will 
take a complex political trans¬ 
action whose elements are not 
yet in place. In the meantime, 
there can be no compromising 
with an Iranian foreign policy 
that undercuts the post-Cold 
War code of respect for the le¬ 
gitimate and fair interests of 
others. On the evidence. 
Iran’s foreign policy is likely 
to be among the last things 
that a reforming Tehran lead¬ 
ership would touch. 

Argument goes on over 
whether foreign-policy re¬ 
form in Iran will get a boost 
from international interac¬ 
tion, domestic reform, social 
change, revolution- 

_ ary fatigue, leader¬ 
ship turnover or 
whatever. The best 
answer is perhaps all 
of the above but vari¬ 
ously and slowly. 
The offering or deny¬ 
ing of the manifest 
benefits of participa¬ 
tion in the interna¬ 
tional economy 
promises too much 
potential leverage 
not to be intelligent- 
ly used. That should 
be the central consid¬ 
eration in the bar¬ 
gaining with France 
and others over com¬ 
mon terms of trade 
with revolutionary 
regimes. France 
should be strengthen¬ 
ing, not weakening, a 
standard of law- 
respecting interna¬ 
tional conduct tiiat 
serves all nations 
well. ■ 

LA Times- 
Washington Post 
News Service 
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DURING his last- 

the USA. 

Ezer Wizemao SMfrwffi Ejg g 
he spent most of his time 
listening to .comptoi^pgggBj 
about Prime Mintsrcr^Ng: !^^, 
tanynhu, and 
could not be crusted- 
more. Comments ’ that 
seem to be betwewL.. 
president and a 
minister about their 
ences in opinions and 

looks, are far reachingJ^J^^j 
and dange rous. ' 

The- first thing 
comes to mind, is 
what can be done, iF 
closest ally of Israel; does^|§£||g 
not mist its prime raims-',;|i^ppj 
ter. And bow can the USA 
conduct its affairs as;.» rateiP 
sponsor of peace? 
has been written and said ifcpjjpl 
about attempting to build; 
trust between the PNA 
and Israel.-Jordan and Is- 
reel, and the revitalization-' 
of the Syro-Lebanesfr.l.f^l 
track, but there is hardly; 
any precedence for -re“.:-t|p^ 
building trust between die" 

USA and Israel. •' f iSjHJ 

Under the current 
cumstances, the emerging 
American distrust of the 
Netanyahu administration, 
resembles a double-edged 
sword. On the one bund, ‘ 
many people in the Arab 
world would be pleased 
that the USA has finally I 
understood the political 
nature of Netanyahu, J 
while on the other, many .1 
will have fears about the 
future course of the Amer- 
ican foreign policy in the | 
region. The crux of the 1:1 
matter remains to be the 
increasingly limited 1 . - 
course of action that can 
be taken under the current iigwj 
circumstances, even for 
the American administra- 

The last time any simi- I\ 

‘ lar scenario emerged, in -I 
terms of differences be- 
tween the US and Israel I 
was in the immediate af- I ; 
termath of the second I 
Gulf War, and during .the I ".v 
last days of the Bush ad- 1 ~ l\. '• 
Ministration. However the I 
remedy was there at. the 4 
time, when the Bush ad- 1 '"i' 
ministration linked the is- | - ; 

sue of loan guarantees to | ; 
Israel, with that of the I, . \ : 
stoppage of building set- I 
dements on the West I 
Bank. I';' 1 

We all remember dis- I -- - ~ 
tinctly. when Mr Baker, I 
the then state secretary, I ‘ 
stood and gave the phone. I j.. 
number of the State De- Iffc . 
partment in public, forthe l- 
Israelis to use in case they I 
wished to continue with I 
the peace process. Howev- I 
er. much has changed I 
since those days, but the I 
question of peace remains I 
the same, with the only I 
variation being how to I 
build on it and maintain it. I • 

If the Americans have I 
reached a point of despair, I - • 
how can one view the sit- I- . 
uation of the frustrated I 
Arabs as well as Israelis I 
in this perpetual state of I 
impasse and dead-ends? ] 

We ail realize the impor- I 
lance of keeping all chan- I* 
nels open even at the I . 
worst of times. And as.*;' -’V 
events have proved re- | 3 - 
centiy. the issue of pursu- 
ing self-interest, even at FT. 
the expense of each other, 4 ' r :-\ 
means that it is true, there I v.-T . 1 . 
are no constant friend- I 
ships as well as constant -1 
enmities in our region, for 4. 
the scenario can be altered J- 
overnight. j 3 -T 

Common commitment. | 3 

to the objectives of peace I ~r*\ 

searching, and peace 1 

building, require the use | 

of methods that strengthen 
such objectives rather 
tiian undermine them. It is 
impossible to unite contra^ - r--X;i 
dictory methods with' ohr 
jectives, for such a unity . 
of opposites must neces- 
sarily carry within itself, . 

the need to resolve such a> 'r^ii 
contradiction, by either 
accepting peace in its to-' 
tality and work for it, or 
settle for the precarious al- * :*>&-.{ 
tentative. 

Jordan must maintain' 

its capability of taking the i 

initiative at all time, artdf vr/£ 
must continue to assess '^ 
the situation according J 

variables on the ground^ 
rather than words of- 
promises. For Mr Neuow 

yahu. Oslo is not an agree* : 

ment made in heaven, CJ . 
be implemented in hell,- 
while for Mr Arafat, Ostft^ > 5 ^ 
is a new beginning for the". *^0.' 
history of the Palestinian .: itivs 
people on their own Iand4- £££ 

But, where is Mr Netanyap r Zgf- 
hu going with tire Oslo,- ipf 
agreement?, and dbes MTf.'lgf fi 1 

Arafat expect anything 
from it? ■ • 
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Business 

scene 


■The Jordan Invest¬ 
ment and Finance Bank 
(JIFB) is to increase its 
capital from JD 10 mil¬ 
lion to JD 20 million. 
This is to meet the 
Central Bank of Jor¬ 
dans’ instructions. The 
increase is to be made 
by offering five million 
shares for special sub¬ 
scription (at one each) 
and a capitalisation of 
JD 5 million from the 
Bank’s general 

reserves and earnings. 
Mid-annual earnings of 
the Bank stood at JD 
1.48 million and the 
shareholders rights 
reached JD 18.7 
million 

■ Jordan lately re¬ 
ceived offers from in¬ 
ternational companies 
to carry out the oil re¬ 
finery project which is 
to be constructed in 
Aqaba. Total costs of 
the enterprise are esti¬ 
mated at $2 billion. 
According to officials 
in the Ministry of En¬ 
ergy. these offers' are 
being thoroughly stud¬ 
ied and the decision to 
approve them has not 
been taken yet. The ex¬ 
pected operational ca¬ 
pacity of the refinery is 
about 250.000 barrels 
per day. AH production 
will be exported. 

■ The government is 
going ahead in its pri¬ 
vatization strategy to 
sell its stakes in some 
industrial companies. 
Many local. Arab and 
foreign businessmen 
and investors show 
willingness to benefit 
from these operations, 
that are estimated at JD 
6 million. The govern¬ 
ment plans to sell 
about 1,444 million of 
its equity in four com¬ 
panies including the 
Jordan Paper and Card¬ 
board Factories. Jordan 
Tanning. ,the Industrial. 


•euhimd CbriMICAC). 
and the Jordan Worsted 
Mills. Despite the fact 
that the market value 
of these companies 
might exceed' millions, 
of dinars, the govern¬ 
ment is determined to. 
sell its stake in them to 
speed up its privatiza¬ 
tion philosophy. The 
Jordan Investment 
Corp.. which is the 
government’s invest¬ 
ment arm is encourag¬ 
ing the government’s 
philosophy and always 
seeks to find buyers, 
but the whole process 
depends to a large ex¬ 
tent on the size of the 
demand on the stakes 
of industrial compa¬ 
nies. 


Foreign 

Exchange 
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Reform program puts Jordan’s 
economy on right track, expert says 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

SINCE IT launched its eco¬ 
nomic reform program in 1989. 
Jordan has removed many dis¬ 
tortions in its ec¬ 
onomic institu¬ 
tions and 

succeeded to a 
certain degree in 
cementing . the 
economic infra¬ 
structure of 
many vital sec¬ 
tors. 

While some 
who oppose cur¬ 
rent steps taken 
to speed up the 
movement of die 
program or show 
reservation to 
some of these 
measures, other 
economic ex¬ 
perts and analysts argue that it 
would have been better if we 
could have moved even faster. 
Also they say that all indica¬ 
tions point to the efficiency and 
success of this program. 

“This program is very suc¬ 
cessful according to the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund flMF) 
reports, which stresses that Jor¬ 
dan has achieved its targets." 
says Dr Yusuf Mansur, the di¬ 
rector of EU-Jordan Technical 



Mansur 


Support Unit at ihe Ministry of 
Planning. 

Dr Mansur provided exam¬ 
ples consolidating his view: 
“The economic growth rare is 
higher, the budget deficit is 
even lower than 
we expected, and 
the inflation ratio 
is getting lower.” 

But. he noti¬ 
fies that the in¬ 
flation level rose 
only last year be¬ 
cause of the hike 
in the bread pric¬ 
es. which was a 
step to removing 
subsidy on some 
consumer goods. 

The trade defi¬ 
cit also de¬ 
creased by about 
JD 154 million 
this year. 

Though, eco¬ 
nomic figures speak of success 
of the reform program, there 
are still several areas to be 
readjusted. 

Moreover, this program has 
helped to introduce new laws 
that are a necessity to change 
old regulations, and replace 
them with less centralized ones. 

A series of economic pack¬ 
ages has been lately approved 
by the government and the 
Lower House, including 



After a much increusc in the share index over the last month , the situation at the Amman 
Financial Market seems to be slowing down again. Today, the index stands at 172.6 
points having reached as high as 178 points in early September. 
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27October 

, AKABTJ AMJt' has announced it is to extend the availabQ- 
• • jfe-receqtty launched Capital Guaranteed Fund in 
: until 27'October due to heavy 

.'• investors.- The fluid, due to dose on 13 
, October, :yi^reinain open for an additional two weeks to 
^iiffi^r oppouixuiity to participate in the 
-.C.'?;-?.'. y ’ - '• 

JSank- has launched a pew Capital Guaranteed 
•7 ;Furel across .the Middle East, to give investors the oppor- 

that guarantees the security 
whilst providing potentially higher 
^rej^rosthan traditional deposit and savings accounts. 

Fragd ws&. launched in 
;.jOTaft!SMjUbaiHHt on iTKeptembeFand now close 

i^^7i6pfbber to coincide. with the closure of the second 
^^Canrfie»flfie^Fupd iuJQAJE,Qatar and Bahrain. 

the Fund are available through Arab 
>a^^e^te^ve bran<±t .network- In addition, Arab Bank 
_^»:pla^3ad'^t : tea^i ^specially trained Investment Execu- 
^locations throughput the Middle 
^T|a^^lw^™prpyide detaiJed information <m the Fond. 

, Capital Guaranteed Fund, which 

mimiruim investment of US$5,000, will mature 
^2 investors with the opportunity 

ipTrises in theNikkei Index, Japan's index of 
^Staseft-obrits considerable knowledge and 
.Adam marketplace, 'Arab Bank believes 
"cnirentty. provides attractive valuation 



Customs Law. the Companies 
Law. the Securities Law and 
the Investment Law. 

Referring to the Competition 
/Anti Trust Law, Dr Mansur 
who is also the director of the 
Aid Co-ordination Unit, tells 
77t<- Star that Jordan was used 
to very protective measures, 
adding that monopolies can 
make profits by using cheap 
and bad inputs, old private 
technologies, raising prices and 
selling low quality products. 

So. when the competition 
law was introduced, it was to 
put limits nn monopolistic prac¬ 
tices. 

Dr Mansur continues stress¬ 
ing that it is important to pro¬ 
tect competition. “We need un 
economy where people com¬ 
pete. and citizens have the 
chance to choose high quality.” 

Bui since local manufactures 
always seek products improve¬ 
ment. it’s only natural for pric¬ 
es to go up. Of course, if one 
wants to buy a high quality pro¬ 
duce. then he won't bother if its 
price is high or low. However, 
if the economy is no longer 
protected, consumer would 
have a wide variety of goods at 
affordable prices. _ . 

v '...—‘‘Part of the..economic, retbjjgj .. 
measures was-life prisati/ation • 
of some governmental institu- ; 
lions. which calls for running 4 
these companies on commer¬ 
cial basis. Also such philoso¬ 
phy stresses the need to cope 
with the global tendency to¬ 
wards the free market economy 
and create a free trade zone by 
2010. Privatizing these estab¬ 
lishments encourages the pri¬ 
vate sector to take more active 
and decisive role in the wheel 
of progress and development in 
the country. 

The privatization of the Jor¬ 


dan Telecommunication Com¬ 
pany is a soi»d example of the 
process. “Three years ago. 
about one-fourth of the popula¬ 
tion was wailing for the tele¬ 
phone service to reach their 
homes, because it was not run 
on business principles. 

“It was a sort of protected 
monopoly that limits the choic¬ 
es of the consumer. However, 
through the restructuring pro¬ 
gram. JTC was able to provide 
its telephone service for a large 
number of people. New servic¬ 
es are also available, for exam¬ 
ple the company managed 
through contacts with special¬ 
ized firms to offer cellular tele¬ 
phone sets that are crucial for 
the business community.” 
Mansur suggests. “So Tele¬ 
communication has helped a 
great deal to run business and 
bridge channels among inves¬ 
tors.'' 

But some analysis say peo¬ 
ple oppose privatization be¬ 
cause the argue that the gov¬ 
ernment is only selling off its 
stakes in the most profitable 
companies to private hands. 

Bui Dr Mansur refutes such 


claims arguing they are ludi¬ 
crous. He says that the govern¬ 
ment has a strategy to sell, and 
adds that it is only natural for 
private investors to buy the 
most profitable. 

Dr Mansur says it is not true 
that privatization creates price 
hikes and increased-the jobless 
rate. 

He clarifies “if we move 
from a government monopoly 
(or subsidized economy ) to the 
monopoly of the private sector, 
then one would have been 
doubtful about the decline in 
prices." But. he adds, "if we 
move from the government 
monopoly to competition then 
prices will tend to fall." 

Referring to the dividends 
that Jordon will get by its mem¬ 
bership to the EU and the 
WTO. Dr Mansur says that 
"what benefits will accrue to 
Jordan, depend to a large ex¬ 
tent on how we jcl We have to 
deal with these agreements as 
part of our daily business rou¬ 
tine" and he stresses that peo¬ 
ple should know them, learn 
them and consider them as part 
of their strategy.” ■ 
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National budget to be unveiled 

THE GOVERNMENTS commitment to the economic 
restructure! program, launched in 19S9. is pan and parcel 
of the country’s budget for the next year. 

The budget's draft, currently under study, tackle* the 
tools of the fiscal policy and means to develop them. 
Finance Minister, Sulieman A1 Hafez has underlined the 
main aspects of the budget stressing the government's 
restructure! program as part of a national agenda to remove 
internal and external distortions. 

“As Jordan is going to complete the first stage of the 
program by next year, it doesn’t mean that the government 
will cease to treat other economic distortions.” says: Mr 
Hafez. 

The Finance Minister told the cabinet held last week, 
that upon the recommendations -of Prime Minister Abdel 
Salam A1 Majali, an independent budget wilf-be-aHocated 
for every govemorate. 

The budge*-will be'finalized within the framework of 1 the 
targets seeking to control the deficit and inflation ratios. 

The volume of Jordan's indebtedness reached S6.5 bil¬ 
lion. and the growth size stood at $5 billion, and the deficit 
is estimated at $3.1 billion, when the 1997 budget was 
announced, some observers say that the draft budget has no 
. plans to increase salaries of the state's employees? 

For this year, the minister points out that the annual 
increments for all government employees will be included 
in the general budget. 

Referring to the targets of the economic restructuring 
program. Mr Hafez points out that it managed to remove 
external and internal economic distortions. The former 
deals with external debt, balance of payment imbalances 
and ‘fattening’ reserves. 

Internal distortions focus on the budget deficit; internal 
indebtedness, savings and consumptions. (According to Dr 
Yusuf Mansur from the Ministry of Planning, the size of 
consumption in 1989 was about 140 percent of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), this signals a negative savings). 

Included in these distortions are also the size of invest¬ 
ments, production and inflation, poverty and 
unemployment. 

The readjustment program also takes into consideration 
means to control and curtail government -expenditure to 
create savings and provide enough finance for governmen¬ 
tal investments. This vtill provide local aid and prevent 
more loans on donations. Other plans deal with the real 
pricing of government services, maintaining the strong 
value of the Jordanian dinar, introducing new economic 
legislations, keeping control on interest rates, discount 
rales, reserves, taxes, adjusting financial status.of general 
establishments and deal with the administrative sluggish¬ 
ness phenomenon. 

Future prospects call for reducing the list of tax exemp¬ 
tions. remove monopolies, continue privatization, main- 
tain-record costs of living and the value of the dinar and 
encourage the contribution of the private sector in infra¬ 
structure projects. Also, the ministry guides the private sec¬ 
tor to increase national exports to fill the gap in the balance 
of payments and boost the programs of social productivity. 
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By Rone Tempest 

TIANJIN. China—In a recent 
major repun on China, the 


Air Canada launches 
newly-designed website, opens 
internet cyber ticket office 


AIR CANADA has introduced 
a newly-designed Internet web¬ 
site that is easier to navigate, 
faster to download and features 
more online services for cus¬ 
tomers and web browsers. At 
the same time the airline has 
announced plans to -open its 
Cyber Ticket Office in October 
following current field testing. 

The Cyber Ticket Office will 
provide passengers and travel 
agents the convenience of 24- 
hour access to Air Canada and 
the ability to make, reservations 
on all Air Canada flights, 
including regional airlines and 
all Air Canada's codeshare 
flights. 

Visitors to the Air Canada 
website—-www air Canada ca— 
wilt now be able to obtain real 
time flight departure.and arrival 
information, get a faster down¬ 
load and- navigate around a 


more customer-orientated site 
architecture, take a virtual lour 
of the inside of a Boeing 767 
complete with a take-off and 
landing, and browse a number 
of web pages devoted to the air¬ 
line’s 60th anniversary, des¬ 
tined to become the foundation 
of an ‘online museum.’ 

The introduction of Air Can¬ 
ada’s website in 1995 estab¬ 
lished a platform for ftnure 
development and greater inter¬ 
activity, that process began ear¬ 
lier this year with the launch of 
‘Websavers’, weekly sell-off 
fares offered by e-mail. In addi¬ 
tion. Air Canada Cargo offers a 
similar service, posting availa¬ 
ble cargo space directly online 

Customers wishing to access 
the new Cyber Ticket Office 
should log on to Air Canada's 
home page and enter the ‘reser¬ 
vations' area. Customers then 


have the option of entering the 
system by creating their own 
travel profile to speed up future 
bookings, or simply enter as a 
guest to view product offerings. 
From there, customers arc 
prompted to check flight availa¬ 
ble for specific lime, date and 
city pair, request fare quotes and 
actually book flights. Seat and 
meal preferences and other spe¬ 
cial needs can also he selected. 
Payments for bookings can be 
performed online through a 
secure browser. Other methods 
of payment include facing ur 
phoning credit card information 
to the help desk. Ticketing 
options include travel agencies, 
electronic ticketing, tickets by 
mail, city sales offices or airport 
ticket desk pickup. Air Canada’s 
current commission rates will 
apply for travel agencies. ■ 
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World Blink identified huuse- 
hold savings as “China’s real 
ccoimmic miracle.” Since 
China began its economic 
reforms tv.o decades ago. the 
report observed, wage earners 
have saved money in banks at 
a rale rarely seen in world his¬ 
tory—averaging more than 37 
percent of this country's gross 
domestic product. 

As a result, in a trend that 
worries some, ihc financial 
fate of the world's most popu¬ 
lous cnunin now depends 
greatl} on the nest eggs of 
common folk like Tianjin res¬ 
taurant manager Li Jinslun. 
who said he puis 35 percent of 
his income in the hank.. 

"Chinese people save a lot 
for medical care, for their chil¬ 
dren's education. Ibr a house 
lhcy want to buy uiul because 
there are not many other 
places for them to pul 'their 
money. " said Li. deputy man¬ 
ager of ihc humorously named 
bui • v cry popular G.ouhulj 
(“Dog Wouldn't Touch It”) 
chain ul restaurants. 

Since l l *SS. household sav¬ 
ing;. deposits in China have 
skyrocketed front 410 billion 
yuan 1 5.5*1 billion) to more 
ihun .V 1 ' trillion yuan i$48l 
hilliutn. In 19*8. household 
savings neeuuntcJ for 45 per¬ 
cent of .ill deposits in slate 
banks. This year, the figure is 
more than 6*) percent. 

The remarkable savings 
hahits «»f ihe Chinese—even 
more impressive than those of 
their thrifty Asian neighbors 
Ihe Japanese and South Kore¬ 
ans—are much trumpeted by 
the Beijing government and 
foreign economists as a posi¬ 
tive aUrihute of China's 
ccrinmnv. 

"A rapidi\ growing amount 
ol individual savings deposits 

is huih a result ul j sustained 

and rapid development of the 
Chinese economy and a driv¬ 
ing force lor further economic 
growth." Li Yang, director of 
the Financial Research Center 
of fhi? Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, said in an 
interview w ii h official Chinese 
newspapers. 

But ihe banking system's 
increasing dependence on per¬ 
sonal savings, other experts 
warn, has >el ihc country up 
for a potentially disastrous run 
on main stale hanks. "If ever 
ihc government's willingness 
in stand behind Ihe state hanks 
came info question." warned 
ihc London-based Economist 
Intelligence Unit newsletter, 
"financial panic would ensue." 


Fear of China's millions of 
savers withdrawing their 
money was an underlying rea¬ 
son behind the ruling Commu¬ 
nist Party’s recent push to 
restructure' and eliminate most 
ol the country’s 305.000 state- 
owned enterprises. They have 
been the main bad-loan drain 
on the banking system. 

But in doing this, the gov¬ 
ernment finds itself in a risky 
situation. "They are stuck 
cither way." said Nicholas 
Lardy, an economist with the 
Brookings Institution in Wash¬ 
ington. “Either they have a lot 
of people unemployed in the 
state-owned enterprises or they 
have a lot of people at huge 
risk of losing their life 
savings." 

The trouble lies in what 
banks do with the savings: A 
huge percentage of the money 
is distributed as “policy loans” 
to struggling, decrepit, state- 
owned industries. 

These “loans” are not invest¬ 
ments in enterprises but arc 
wages for workers and subsi¬ 
dies for their health and hom¬ 
ing costs. And the World Barf 
reports that half of China'.; 
more than 100,000 slate indu.-.- 
tries lost money last year. 

Decisions to make loans arc 
made not based on risk or 
investment return but on politi¬ 
cal or social grounds. 

Much lending is thus closer 
to a form of stale subsidy ;!■:« 
is drawn from the saving.- of 
the Chinese. 

The World Bank estimates 
that the bad-debt load of ihc 
country’s four main banks is 
more than 22 percent of tltsir 
lending—enough to give ihc 
institutions a negative net 
worth. The country’s largest 
bank. Industrial & Commercial 
Bank of China, is a behemoth 
with more than. 5 *»i.tK »0 
employees. The bank recently 
reported that one oi h* 
regional branches in Sichuan 
province had a bad-debt load 
amounting to 80 percent of its 
loan portfolio. 

Economists estimate that the 
banking system’s bad loans 
total 15 percent to 30 percent 
of China’s gross domestic 
product. In contrast, the bad 
loans involved in the Ameri¬ 
can savings and loan crisis 
totaled 2 percent of the US 
gross domestic product. Bad 
Joans in the Japanese banking 
crisis totaled 10 percent Df 
Japan’s GDP. 

,n examination of the 
numbers, two questions come 
to mind: Why do the Chinese 
save so much money? 

And why do they keep 
Plunging ihe money into banks 
toat are so obviously poorly 


managed? 

The answer to the first ques¬ 
tion is partly cultural. No mat¬ 
ter what the political system in 
power. Chinese have 
maintained a high savings 
rate. “Being thrifty and din- 
gem is our Chinese virtue." 
retired engineer Zhu explained 
as he stood in line at the 
Shanghai bank. 

The Beijing-based Horizon 
polling agency recently con¬ 
ducted an extensive survey in 
five cities about Chinese 
investment preferences. In one 
question, the polling agency 
asked. "If someone handed 
you 500.000 yuan ($60,000). 
•.vhat would you do with it?" 

About 40 percent of respon¬ 
dents said they would use the 
money for housing. But the 
next highest number. 14 per¬ 
cent. said they would hank that 
sum. Almost 70 percent of 
those interviewed listed savings 
as their preferred investment. 

Another reason for the high 
savings rate is that in the Chi¬ 
nese 'financial system, there 
are few other auractive invest¬ 
ment options. In 1981. the 
government began to sell 
treasury and other bonds. But 
by 1995. these investments 
totaled less than one-tenth of 
household savings. 

The market for bonds issued 
by state-owned enterprises and 
investment firms—launched in 
1986—is even smaller, total¬ 
ing less than $5 billion. Like¬ 
wise. much attention has been 
paid to China's lively Shang¬ 
hai and Shenzhen slock 
exchanges. But studies show 
Lhat the total market value of 
a!J 323 listed companies in 
1995 was also only about one- 
tenth of household savings. 

As to why the Chinese con¬ 
tinue to blithely deposit their 
savings in essentially insolvent 
hanks. Ihere are two com¬ 
monly offered explanations. 

The first is that many Chi¬ 
nese simply do not know about 
rheir banks’ precarious state. 
“Ordinary Chinese people sel¬ 
dom think about these kinds of 
questions,” said Tianjin restau¬ 
rant manager Li. who said he 
is aware of the problem but 
puts his money in the bank 
anyway. 

The main reason, however, 
is that most Chinese do not 
believe— with some justifica¬ 
tion—that the government 
would let state banks fail. "I 
think it boils down to some 
combination of faith in the 
government and ignorance 
about what the real situation 
is.” Lardy said. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Fast 
News Service 
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Haridadiit 
will be 
remembered 
for his role 
in tourism 



LAMEI HADDAD IN 
became one of the most 
distinguished persons in 
the Jordanian tourism sec¬ 
tor. His untimel y death 
has shocked the’ Travel 
and Tourism Agents Asso¬ 
ciation which he was the 
chairman of. He was out¬ 
spoken in the areas that 
affected his members 
most and wanted to .create 
an association that would 
be elTective and contribute 
to a growing Jordanian 
touristic sector. In this 
respect, be was critical of 
Israeli tourists coming to 
Jordan whom he saw as 
contributing nothing to 
tourism in this country. 

Haddadin, who died 
last Saturday because of a 
heart-attack, was bora in 
1945. He started his 
career working in Royal 
Jordanian as an adminis¬ 
trative assistant In 1968, 
he was appointed director 
of the Syrian Airlines in 
Kuwait and in 1969, be 

was named a regional 

director For Aden 
Airlines. 

In the early 1970s. Had¬ 
dadin came back to Jor¬ 
dan to lead many pioneer 
projects In the Geld of 
tourism. He was : the 
founder of the Rainbow 
Travel and Tonrs Agency 
and the Golden Wings for 
Travel and Tour ism. As 
for his contribution in 
touristic projects, Hadda¬ 
din participated in the 
Maeen Project 
He took part in many 
aviation courses in Eng¬ 
land and India. 

Despite his poor health, 
he continued to devote 
mud) time and effort to 
the tourism sector and 
guide the industry towards 
a more active and efficient 
performance made and 
outside Jordan. ■ 
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Oriental Trees 
at RCC 

Oriental Gem Trees, an exhibilion 
by Latifi Abu Hamdan, will open at 
the Royal Cultural Center on 18 
October, The event, which lasts till 
23 October, is a fascinating display 
of trees in golden wire. These are 
decorated with semi-precious 

stones tike jade, malachite, peridot 
and sodalite. Some trees like the 

“hand blown trees” are without 
stones. The exhibition is under the 
patronage of Dr William Habib, 
the ambassador of Lebanon to 
Jordan . 
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Aura Mediterranea 


Catalan masters in Amman 
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A girl in a rope painted by Salvador Dali in 1976 


By Anca de Maio 
Special to The Star 

I t is not the first time that works by 
Famous names like Picasso ore exhib¬ 
ited in Amman. Yet it is the first time 
ever in Jordan that 24 masters are 
brought together under one rooF. The Exhi¬ 
bition of the Catalan Masters of the 20th 
Century, running at the Jordan National 
Gallery of Fine Arts is a magnificent show 
of art. Titled “Aura Mediterranea’. it dis¬ 
plays originals by Pablo Picasso, Salva¬ 
dor Dali. loan Miro. Antoni Tapies. 
Antoni Clave, Torres Garda and others. 

"People keep calling at the Gallery to 
make sure that what we show are originals 
and not reproductions or photos of works 
by ail these big names." said the director of 
the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts. 
Mr Dirar Kanaan. "A gift from the people 
and museums of Catalonia.” he went. on. 
“this exhibition was first staged in Atlanta 
in 1996 during the Olympic Games, (where 
our gallery was also present with a collec¬ 
tion on the theme of calligraphy ‘The Right 
to Write’), he added. "After travelling on 
the North American continent, the collec¬ 
tion of Catalan Masters went bock to Spain 
and now it has set out again for a ‘Mediter¬ 
ranean' tour including Jordan. Syria. Tunis. 
Morocco. Egypt and Turkey and a number 
of Mediterranean European countries." he 
said. 

The exhibition opened in Amman on I 
October in the presence of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor AJ Hussein, the patron of the 
Royal Society of Fine Arts, and of Her 
Royal Highness Wjjdan Aii. the president 
of the Jordan National Gallery. The Cata¬ 
lonian Minister of Social Welfare. Mr 


Antoni Comas and officials from the insti¬ 
tute Catala de la Mediterranta and the Cat¬ 
alan Association at the Foreign Promotion 
of Culture also attended the opening. 

Besides collecting valuable works by 
contemporary Islamic artists—the original 
idea behind the creation of the Gallery was 
to espouse contemporary Islamic An— 
(including those from the third world coun¬ 
tries). it enhances the exchange of exhibi¬ 
tions with other museums and cultural 
organizations. “Hosting this collection of 
Catalan Masters before any European 
country is an honour for us." Mr Kanaan 
said, pointing out that this was possible 
thanks to the international activities of (he 
Gallery and to the personal efforts of Prin¬ 
cess Wijdan. an artist herself and a visiting 
professor to many overseas universities. 

“The first contacts between the Gallery 
and Barcelona were actually established by 
the Jordanian artist Khalid Khreis four 
months ago." Princess Wijdan told The 
Star . “and then we took over and 
approached the Spanish authorities. 
Because of its importance, we put off a 
smaller exhibition that was normally sched¬ 
uled for this autumn and ran the Catalan 
Masters Collection instead", she explained. 
"Although it is not the first time we host 
famous artists, (we had the British Sculptors 
Collection displayed in the early ‘80s or the 
Contemporary French Artists).’the number 
of works in the current exhibition by far sur¬ 
passes the former ones," she stressed. 

The collection bears the title ‘Aura Med- 
iterrania' and provides a panoramic view 
of the art produced at the beginning of the 
century by famous painters, sculptors and 
architects that were bom in or related to 
Catalonia, a region of Spain; their lives 


and careers often overlapped into a net¬ 
work of modem currents of thought and 
strong collective identity. Nourished by a 
common artistic ancestry, the all but ficti¬ 
tious line that goes from Gaudi to Tapies 
describes ‘the tradition of modernity', (as 
the delegate of Fine Arts at the Catalan 
Government, Mr Josep Miquel Garda 
put it), and reveals the diverse unity and 
universality these artists achieved by 
emphasizing the individual in a “constant 
dialogue between reason and madness." 

Particularly numerous and young, the 
public who are attracted by the exhibit is 
especially made up of students from both 
government and private schools in 
Amman. Kerak. Zarka. Madaba, Irbid and 
the Jordan Valley. 

“We are simply fully booked for the 
whole month,” Princess Wijdan said. ‘‘I 
am extremely proud of the fact that our 
largest visitors come from among the 
young, because these are the people we 
want to reach and to encourage to appre¬ 
ciate art." she underlined. 

Convinced that ‘explaining' art is equiv¬ 
alent to innoculating preconceived ideas 
and attitudes, she emphasized the impor¬ 
tance of leaving children to their own 
devices of perception and their natural 
open mindedness. 

Furthermore, they will be given other 
stimulating opportunities of art contempla¬ 
tion at the Jordan National Gallery in the 
near future. “A very big exhibition from 
Bangladesh similar to the one we had 
before from Indonesia will be coming in 
spring and other smaller painting, paper 
sculpture and photography exhibitions will 
take place here too." the Princess said.l 


A fun day at the ICS 


AMMAN tStar)—Fun and enjoyment is 
what the International Community School's 
flCS) fair was nil about. Held last Friday at 
the school's ground, the fair offered a varie¬ 
ty of activities for the more than 1600 peo¬ 
ple who attended throughout the day. 

The organizers went into a great deal of 
trouble in putting on a lot of activities. 
These included traditional dancing from 
Nepal’s, a Chechnyan folklore group, a dis¬ 
play by the ICS’s choir as well as the 
school's Takwondo group. Jim Morrison 
entertained the audience with his famous 
Irish folklore music on the guitar, and the 
end of the day was completed with aerobic 
dancing, and the draw of a raffle. 

A fair wouldn't be a fair without food, 
and in this respecL ihe ICS excelled. Dishes 
were served from over 20 countries that in¬ 
cluded India. Pakistan. Italy. Sweden and 
the UK. 

Mr Philip Brisiey. the headmaster of the 
ICS. said that ail the proceeds from the fair 
is going to improve the new learning center 
and provide a range of materials such as 
computer equipments at the school. ■ 


Local television program 
on board the Concorde 
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Orchestra of 
Musk Conservatory 
P-ios .-.Vjrroec, conductor 

program feature* Mozart's Marriage 
m Rgaro Overture and vocal parts from 
this ooera. performed b)r opera ringen: 
5vedana Kupaunj Deema Bawab and 
-uka* Cemy, accompanied by the 
Orchestra. The concert ends with 
J^onrt'i symphony No. 27. 


Ticket JD 7 

Tickets arathble ttc 

- AlsdiBa-Abcb Supertsora. kL 6BB481 
-Alter Rower*. Id. 5527695 
-Babkhe. ni 661322 

-Cafla Mato. ML 85&2BS 

- Rifeddphta Hotel teL 607100 

- Safeway, tri. 685311 

• The Royal Cultural Center. oLStidOU 

- The hfadonal Mu* Comerwary «**■ 6876JQ 
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GUESTS OF the popular TV 
program "Fun Time" got a 
special treat when they visited 
Queen Alia International Air¬ 
port lust Sunday and boarded 
the British Airways 
Concorde. 

The 13 guests of the TV 
program were given a tour of 55 ®^ 
the supersonic plane hv its 
cabin crew, who explained to ‘ 

them the details of the Con- 
corde'.s history. The pilot also 
escorted the children into the 
cock-pi 1 where he explained 
the landing and take-off pro- ^ jnn|| 

cedures and the unique char- 
acteristics of the plane. -_ 

Certain portions of the TV 
program, which airs Thursday 
afternoon on JTV. were filmed on hoard the 
plane, with guests silting in the seats traditionally 
reserved for businessmen and celebrities. British 
Airways staff then distributed special gifts to the 


SLY comes to 
super movies in 
November 


NOVEMBER IS Sylvester Stallone Season as 
Super Movies brings its viewers three of the hot¬ 
test Sly films to hit the big screens. 

Kicking off the line-up Friday. 7 November at 
(1 pm GMT is the Super Movies premiere of ihe 
.iction/war movie. First Blood, co-starring with 
Brian Denney. Richard Crcnna and David 
Caruso. Stallone plays an cx-Vicmam Green 
Herat falsely arrested by small-town cops. 
I escaping from jail, he uses his jungle survival 
skills to lead his pursuers into all kinds of booby 
1 raps in the “jungles" of the American North¬ 
west. Cun Stallone outmove the army trying in 
track him down? 

The second Stallone movie premiering on 
Super Movies in the special season is Rnmbn 
III. showing Friday. 14 November at 6 pm 
GMT. In this final part of the Ramho scries. 
John Rambo (Stallone) finds himself living 
peacefully in a Buddhist monastery. His peace is 
interrupted when he receives a visit from State 
Department Official. Griggs (Kurtwood Smith), 
lie informs Rambo that colonel Sam Tniutman 
(Richard Crenna). who was a father figure m 
Rambo. has been kidnapped during a Soviet sur¬ 
prise attack on the Pakistani side of the Afghani¬ 
stan border. As the action was a violation to 
international law. ihe American government is 
unable to take any action to save Trautmon. 
Rambo decides to take the law into his own 
hands and seek out his good friend. When he 
finds him. the two men must fight in an explo¬ 
sive hattle for freedom. 

Concluding the Stallone Season is Lock Up 
showing Friday. 21 November at 6 pm GMT. 
co-sturTing Donald Sutherland. Darlanne Fleugel 
and John Amos. Stallone plays Frank Leone, a 
model prisoner with only six months left to 
serve. Abducted from his cell in the middle or 
the night, he is transported to a dungeon, run by 
Warden Drumgoole. It is Drumgoole's mission 
10 make Stallone's life so miserable that he will 
rry and escape again, thereby extending his sen¬ 
tence. Will Leone be able to hold our? ■ 
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guests as souvenir of this special day. 

This is the 10th consecutive year in which the 
Concorde has visited the Kingdom. The plane 
relumed to London last Monday afternoon. ■ 


Murtada performs 
Marriage of 
Figaro with NMC 





AS A part of its muscal season 1997/1998, 
the National Music Conservatory (NMC) 
will host Jordanian conductor Rida Mur¬ 
tada to conduct the Orchestra of the NMC 
in a concert entitled "An Opera In the 
Making." The concert will be held on 
Thursday 23 October at Ihe Royal Cultu¬ 
ral Center. The concert begins with 
Mozart's ever popular Marriage of Fig¬ 
aro’s overture. The concert proceeds with 
the Orchestra accompanying singers per¬ 
forming vocal parts.from the Marriage of 
Figaro opera. The second part of the con¬ 
cert will be completely devoted to Mozart’s 
Symphony in A major. 

Rida Murtada was born to Jordan In 
1975. At eleven he began his violin studies 
jn Germany. In 1994 be extended his stud¬ 
ies to the piano and conducting. Three 
years later he started progressive studies of 
conducting and piano at the Academy of 
Music in Bremen. Germany with Martin 
Flsches-Dieskau. M 



Early corsages 



“Well, the defendant and I had made this deal in which 
we both prospered....One of those ‘you-scratctvme- 
behlnd-my-ears-TII-scratch-you-foehind-yours' 
arrangements.’’ 



agenda 


Bwpean F9m Festival 

■ Ten go una Casa (Spain) 
Thursday. 16 October at 8:00 
pm. and on Friday. 17 Octo¬ 
ber. at 4:30 pm. 

■ Crosse Fatigue (France) . 
Friday, 17 October at 8:00 
pm., and on Saturday. 18 Oc¬ 
tober. at 4:30 pm. 

■ // Grande Cacomero | luilv 
. Saturday. 18 October at 8:00 
pm., and on Sunday. 19 Octo¬ 
ber, at 4:30 pm. 

■ Malambo (Austria) Sun¬ 
day, 19 October at 8:00 pm. 
and on Monday. 20 October, 
at 4:30 pm. 

■ Elvira Madigan (Sweden) 
Monday, 20 October at S.-00 
pm. and on Tuesday. 21 Octo¬ 
ber. at 4:30 pm. 

■ Sense and Sensibility f UK) 


Tuesday. 21 October ui X :00 
pm. and on Wednesday.’ 22 
October, at 4:30 pm. 

All films will be shown ai Tbe. 
Roya! Cultural Center. En¬ 
trance ticket is JD J. 

Exhibitions 

■ Piecing it Together hy an 
American artist Virginia R: 
Hams continue* at the Ameri¬ 
can Center till 20 October 

■ A group exhibition entitled 
“Aura Mediterranean ” by the 
Spanish Catalan Masters of 
the 20 th century continues.ul 
the Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts till 28 October. 

• Art Exhibition by Abttel 
fader Bokhect continues at 
institute Cervantes till 30 Oc¬ 
tober. 
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Amman International Motor Show ‘98 

Latest car 
models under 
one roof 


! j 




h 










A|MMAN (Sian—The biggest 
motor show in town, which 
has opened, Tuesday, is in full 
swing. International Car Show 
'98 has opened its doors to a 
blustering welcome. Already 
car enthusiasts are coming in 
large numbers. 

Under the patronage of 
HRH Prince Abdallah bin Al 
Hussein, the show has the lat¬ 
est car models that are on the 
market for 1998. AH the latest 
top models are being dis¬ 
played. These range from the 
latest Rover models to the 
BMWs. and Toy a las. to the 
Hyundai. Nissans. isuzus. 
Daewoo*. Mazdas. Fiats. Hon¬ 
da*. Volvos. Opels, Chryslers, 
Fords. and Saabs. 

Minister of Youth. Qassem 
Abu Ain opened the car show 
At behalf of hi.s Prince 
IpbdalJah. 

All in al). 35 car distributors 
in Jordan, are displaying the 
latest in what people are 
increasing saving as car fash¬ 
ion design show .'in fact, this is 
what is most distinctive from 
the previous years. 

The flair, the car body, the 
attractive design is all being 
displayed all under one roof. . 

But that's not all. What you, 
js the individual consumer, is 
likely to see till the end of the 
show on 2U October is to car 
agents and end part retailers of 
spare pans and other motor 
accc-SNories 
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This is essential, if the con¬ 
sumer is to become acquainted 
with the latest designs, tech¬ 
niques and spareparts that is 
necessary for today's con¬ 
stantly changing market. 

Indeed, it gives this annual 
show a special air of signifi¬ 
cance. The event, which is 
held at the Amman interna¬ 
tional Motor Show (AIMS;, is 
an auspicious occasion that 
seeks to bring the most up-to- 
date models to the Jordanian 
consumer under one roof. 

The Manager of AIMS. Mr 
Mohammad Kheirallah tells 
The Star, that the show this 
year is carefully planned out 
designed to give the consumer 
the best. He adds that every 
year between 35.000 to 40.000 
visit the motor show which has 
7.000 square meters of floor 
space. However, this year he 
hopes that at the end of the 
six-day display, the number ol 
visitors would top the 50.1KX» 
marks. 

The figures indicate that 
people from all walks of life 
visit the event that is situated 
right at the beginning of the 
Airport Road. You don't need 
to be a car buyer to visit the 
show, people just go to won¬ 
der around and see what is 
new on the market. 

Contrary to its name, the 
Amman International Motor 
Show, is a private company 
that was set up in 1989 to dis- 


m 


.fe 




Kheirallah 

play many different kinds of 
exhibitions. Mr Kheirallah 
today puts the Show on par 


with other shows that exist in 
Dubai. He says that since its 
establishment, the show has 
become international, holding 
exhibitions from Europe and 
Italy, pointing out that the aim 
is to induce international 
business. 

These shows are very 
important because they pro¬ 
vide a very important link 
between the consumer and the 
producer, acting as a sort of 
barometer to the whole econ¬ 
omy. He says they become 
crucial especially during peri¬ 
ods of economic downturns. 
Hence, by providing this facial 
interactions between the two 
economic agents, these shows 
and exhibitions not only help 
to provide stability to the eco¬ 
nomic swings, but also to pro- 


V 




Minister of Youth Dr Qassem Abu Ein, delegating for HRH Prince Abdallah bin Al Hussein, opens the Amman Interna¬ 
tional Show *98, Tuesday 


vide prosperity. 

What is likely to be more 
distinctive about this year's 


event is a prize draw. For the Cars Est.. which is being raf- the raffle ticket which will he 

first time, a car is being felled. A French Peugeot 306 drawn at the end of the exhibi- 

offered by the Al Khayat for model will go to the winner of ii on . ■ 
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If you are looking for a car that 
combines the ultimate power & 
luxury, then you must be looking 
for 1SUZL TROOPER 4x4 which 
gives you smooth drive even on 
hardest roads. 


SOLE AGENTS: 

FAOURI TRADIN G C o. 

Main Center, Amman. 52 AJ-Sakhra ALMusha^ra SL Tel: 43 B0156, Fax: 43 80 157 

Irbld Brandi: Industrial City, Tet 02/ 74 03 iso 02 / 74 04 1 so & 1SUZU EJfetributers in Jordan 
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77ze Jordan Motor Company, agents for Rover and MGF cars 

Best in eleaance. 


style and durability 


The cars 









AMMAN (Sian—The 
Jordan Motor Company 
(JMC). agents of saloon 
cars lor the Rover Group 
(the British Motor Manu¬ 
facturing Co.) in Jordan 
i* exhibiting the Rover 
800. the Rover 400 and 
the MGF cars. 

Rover cars are well- 
known tor their elegance, 
luxury and durability. 

They meet the require¬ 
ments of safe driving and 
are equipped with alt 
security specifications 
that suit family use. 

The Rover 800 is 
highly luxurious, elegant 
and has distinct specifi¬ 
cation* such as the .* . 

driver's airbag. ABS Mr Nihad Zakhariya 
(Anti Barke System) the 
central lock-up system 
(remote control) and an automatic air-conditioner. 

The individual Rover 400 is available at affordable price with a 
4 cylinder engine at 16 values. It is designed for sporting comfort. 
It has the ABS. air conditioner, adjustable steering for facile driv¬ 
ing. The Rover 4fUi is equipped with security systems that include 
the driver’s airbag and the height adjustable seat belts 
MGF. introduced lust March by the Jordan Motor Company, is 
considered as one of the most fantastic sports car. The double- 
seater which is unique in for its youthful and sporting shape is 
expected to attract the attention of most visitors to the Amman 
International Motor Show ‘98. MGM has made a revolution in the 
car world and was exhibited at the Geneva Car Show too years 
ago. 

The MGF engine is equipped with the Rover K. engine and 1.8 
litres width. Its'engine is well-known for its valves flexible con¬ 
trol system that makes driving even smoother. 

Itsniaximum speed is 130 miles/hour and gears up at an initial 
speed of oft miles/hour within seven seconds. 

The MGF has broken the record in land speed as its height 
speed reached 217 miles/hour during the speed week celebrations 
that look place in Bonneville City in the US. That's why ii is con¬ 
sidered the fastest car around. 

Referring to the presence of Rover in the Show, Mr Nihad Zak¬ 
hariya. director of the JMC says, his company has a long experi¬ 
ence with Rover Group. "We’are proud to exhibit three famous 
models at (he show which proves their importance year by war." 
he says. 

The Jordan Motor Company was first established in 1949 as a 
private shareholding company. However its existence goes back 
to the post-World War 1 starting in Jerusalem. 

Today, the company has become a firm fully owned by the Zak- 
hariyah family. Rover cars were on display in Jordan since IV94. 
after an absence of 11 years. They proved a real success and main¬ 
tained a hig .stake in the cars' market. 

Such a .success cun be attributed to Rover's reputable service 
which provide* mobility and high quality, besides the unique post- 
sale *ervice offered by the Jordan Motor Company. . 

Quality, durability and comfort is what buyers are looking in a 
car. and in this respect Rover and the MGF have all three ele¬ 
ments. H 



By Paul Dean 

ON THE day the data 
descended. Bill Baker was 
doing precisely what one 
would expect of a polished 
spokesman for regal vehicles: 
escorting Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alexandria, first cou¬ 
sin of Queen Elizabeth, at the 
dedication of Land Rover 
North America's new Mary¬ 
land headquarters. 

On the other side of the con¬ 
tinent, J.D. Power & Asso¬ 
ciates announced its survey of 
the quality of 1997 domestic 
and imported cars and trucks. 

And Land Rover. 50-year- 
old monarch of sport utilities, 
holder of as many royal war¬ 
rants as Harrods, was jammed 
between Suzuki and Kia at the 
bottom of the 38-manuFacturer 
JisL 

Impudent Jeep kicked Land 
Rover's spare lire by several 
dozen points. Even Plymouth 
scored higher. And General 
Motors had nine vehicles bur¬ 
ying Land Rover, best known 
as the four-wheel drive of 
choice of Pope John Paul Ii, 
most of Aspen and parking 
valets from Spago to Tavern 
on the Green. 

Baker, however, did not fall 
on his hood ornament. Or 
snivel before Her Highness. 

**lt is difficult to understand 
that we could be excited about 
this result." he says. True. 
About as excited as the Chi¬ 
cago ' Bulls after a 192*56 
thumping by Loyola Mary- 
mounL “But we have made 
stunning improvements since 
last year's (Initial Quality Sur¬ 
vey). with Range Rover show¬ 
ing a 51-point improvement 
and Discovery up 69 points. 

"But obviously we have a 
long way to go." 

Obviously. 

So does Pontiac, it scored 
higher than Land Rover but 
lower than South Korea’s 
Hyundai. Pontiac also tied 
with Japan's Suzuki, three up 
from the bottom in Power’s 
annual polling of 44,000 own¬ 
ers and drivers of all personal 
vehicles domestic and 
imported. Then came Land 
Rover dribbling into the cellar 
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IT LIVES, 
DO YOU? 


MG is tacit. WitS a ver.jrsr.ee. 
Esp-eia.'iy for drivers stiteg .m. 
iferefeb'e. Sf>c~ ar for the 

•yQz- The MGF mean r;:n, with .,i 
capita! iener. Everything the enthusi¬ 
ast has been s-aicing fcr, A braat.hil 
etiri'v'naticn sf <n 'iiL-unouj history 

v>_- itate-cf-the-sn: crchaclsjr and 
reroemtit. 

Under the bc-me.;. the class; 
Iceiing K-Sc 1.3 litre tngi-r - the 
tro-sr. .aivsncec preouction enji.v* ir; 
the -vc-ld, Ir-iide. the magic of the 
MCF* "dual cockph" c't-jigo 

enwraps s-Tvor and pcna-ijtr in Asi- 
visuai'• ocop^s c? condon. .And 
abeve your hesu! with the hcod 
down - cii tbc xoicc iri the' wond. 


Hyundai 

ahead of Kia, another South 
Korean newcomer and builder 
of an unremarkable -sedan and 
a compact sport utility strugr 
giing to be accepted as : 
capable. ... 

Power's automotive - 

Oscars—used just like Holly¬ 
wood’s gilt statuettes to tour 
current products, build mak-. 
ers* profits and strengthen, 
box-office appeal—covers 89; 
categories and collates snitch¬ 
ing on squeaks and rattles, the 
fit of nuts and bolts, the finish - 
of point and door panels, 
dealer courtesies, maximum 
bang for the buck, minimum 
problems for the dollar,* how; 
doors open and how tranks 
close. 

Power’s automotive 

Oscars—used just like Holly¬ 
wood's gilt statuettes to tout 
current products, build mak¬ 
ers' profits and strengthen 
box-office appeal—covers 89 
categories and collates snitch¬ 
ing on squeaks and rattles, the 
fit of nuts and bolts, the finish 
of paint and door panels, 
dealer courtesies, maximum 
bang for the buck, minimum 
problems for the dollar, how 
doors open and how trunks 
close. 

On the pink and fuzzy end 
of the evaluations, fnfiniti, 
Lexus, Honda and Toyota 
were top of the heap, a monot¬ 
onous Asian replay of previ¬ 
ous years. Mercedes-Benz was 
fifth and the top European 
marque, with Saturn the high¬ 
est-ranked American car in 
seventh place, just behind 
Volvo and slam-dunking 
Aetna, Jaguar. BMW. Porsche 
and Cadillac. (Ferrari. Rolls- 
Royce. Lamborghini and Bent¬ 
ley are not rated because their 
sales arc blips that deny meas¬ 
urement. As their pricing 
defies understanding.) 

“But being in the bottom 
five is certainly not as bad as 
it used to be," explains John 
Rettie, editorial director for 
Power, the California-based 
research firm. "Even the bad 
ones ore doing a lot better than 
the average were a few years 
ago, because the bar is moving 
higher every year." 

Powertrain reliability has 
become a given, he adds, rain 
leaks are a thing of the post, 
and engines are no longer 
prone to meltdowns because 
nobody these days is building 
clunkers. 

Yet as cars get better. Rettie 
continues, buyer expectations 
rise until there is an inconven¬ 
ient tendency to pick nits. 

"As you make a car quieter 
and (aerodynamically) slipper¬ 
ier. wind noise can be created 
by a side mirror, which you 
didn’t hear before because of 
tire or road noise," he says, 
“Twenty years ago, nobody 
cared about a squeak in the 
dashboard, but now you do." 

As a courtesy to the cower¬ 
ing. Power never announces 
car makers who have fallen 
into the grease pit. But this 
year, one manufacturer— 
presumably gloating among 
the Top 10—leaked the full 
list to the Associated Press. 

For the first time, the Final 
Five has no place to hide. 

Kia—knocked down for 
squeaky brakes, wind noise 
and warning lights made liars 
by wonky computer diagnos¬ 
tics —was brave about its 
wooden medal. 

Its last spot, says spokes¬ 
man Geno Effler, is still 20 
points better than Kia’s pasL 
And, he says, results arc 


skewed because. Kray _selWnL 
small numbers, and the Power t. . ! 
survey .lumped' its /Sqjhia'-..-;^; 
sedan with, the Spqrtage ■ sport;'-.v-'. 
-utility to come up with'a large v : 
enbu^ representative sample:..., : 

* :, *We’ fe . not at' all suicicMv ' 
abont beirig m the cellar,” » .'••• 
says. “What, is- erwouragingr SgrA; : 
. that -midst of dur jrittbtemsper':; 
vehicle ardfixable, and it'?not ';. 
like a* riirijor, inherent flaw that ;.. -.*<" 
is going id kdep tbd car urthe - r-:-' 

■ shop and somebody: 

.it" I.' V.... fir: : 

On the other hand. #he ; •«£ ■ 
lie is infamous' for ■ forgjhg v • 
vdgue perceptions into piston- - . 
-hard- RsatifiKf- : nfimWhe;> - 

Range Rover a $55;0004&der ■ - 
in price, luxury* herilagd^hd ^ i 
snob appeal, even an etevaSoh 
from dreadfur to terrible is still*;: 7 
bloody awful. '• --.'Vv r 

Particularly when itmeari*^,. 
snuggling with Kia, parents of .- " 
a $15,000 sport ute still lack- 
. ing a passenger-side air; bpg r ; , 
arid four-wheel antf-fp£fc:f 
brakes- V ■ - ■ 

G eneral .Motors scoredAwe]V_ : ;; - 
overall, says spokesirian Tqn^. -.. 
Klipstine, but -some- y . 

• were clobbered by teethingr- 
problems attendant to all reder? > ; 
signed vehicles. Such as |fw:v^ .l 
1997 Pontiac Grand Prix, dis-*.V\; 
honored for "squeaks arid ‘ 
tles...and we’ll look- ai-ihero^ 
then behind all the numbers 

' understand why that'particulrii: 77* 
score was there;" 1 ; y :J; : -£‘ 

Although little, apparently*. 
can be done, to understand tbe V-.V 
fickle nature of today s 
buyer. For a typical custdrijer,-'. ' 
Klipstine says, will think iriofe?-':. 
of a car if some small bug’iif T* 
squashed quickly and. pernta-;. 1 ;.. 
riently than if the problem* \ 
hadn't surfaced in the • 

place. 

Hyundai was hurt by a com-; V 
puter chip producing . sloppy? V... 
shifting in .the. Sonata.. .Ihffeg.?•; 
first-year Tiburon" was cha^ •• 
tised for chirps and rattfes or. ': ; 
its maiden fit and finish. Aiad ; .- 
despite* a Power'sebre thafhay 7 "A; 
improved 50 percent in tWo. 'fy 
years, says representative. %■;; 
Chris Hosford, .the. image of -'.Vs 
Hyundai rests unpeace fiiUy;. 
somewhere between an '^7 
Yugo and the ‘59 Mets. 7....- 

Suzuki, smarting arid with;.! . ; 
less civility than others -below 7v; 
the cut. seems to think? JiT* .“7 
Power should stick its report - a.?. 
where Tuneup Masters cfa[rip|S; T >'-.r;’ 

its oil. Representatives- ^jy it rryV 
collides head-on with. ^ihejr ; ; 
own customer surveys. Maybe£ 
they him darkly. Power r . af'?- 
keeping Suzuki sleepingrwi^ v. : 
the fishes because the coma , 
pany doesn’t purchase Powaf , s::rvG 
market research. ; ■■-. S 

“We laugh because no.matter ! 
what report J.D. .Power q>ntes : #7 
out with- we're always 
bottom,'* said Gary* Anderson^-7 
vice president of sates and=ttWT:y?:*d. 
keting. If there were problems. ’ ^ 
he explains, dealers would.^ 
squawking and t?ustorafirs 
would be yeiping. 

“But it is (J.D. .Powers).?;?; : 
business. He can ask what-he-‘-;7- 
wants. He can slice and dios>/"j 
the informatidri. - ButVV.y'e'reV.^ 
familiar with these franchis^A ; V 
we know where we raniC rir^ '* 
it isn’t here."' ■ ■. •'■* -v■’? '7/;.;' 

Asked about Suzuki’s shaky- ^ 
scores, the possibility of;etfOLv_:>i. 
the charge of revenge and : ^C;^-. 
chance of false ballots;^-,? ? 
Power researcher was'uriscimfc' - r ' : 
tific but succinct; “Yeqj fc ^A-: 

righL"* ■-. f * 

LA Times-Washingtan 

■ NemSeryfct;^ 
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/skzk Rodeo 




Improved and still truckin’ 


By Tom Kncautalupo 
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FOR OBVIOUS reasons, when you 
dnve a convertible top-down you tend 
to watch few birds roosting in trees and 
vandals roosting on overpasses with 
• cement blocks in their hands. When 
you ride a motorcycle you watch for 
patches of sand on the road. 

When you drive most trucks you 
soon learn to watch out for bumps and 
not to be sipping coffee when you hit 
one. And sometimes you cringe a little 
when a big one is coming up. 

Try as they might, automakers have 
ytt to make a pickup, sport-utility 
vehicle or full-size van that rides and 
handles like a car _ that doesn’t sway 
in turns and slam harshly over bumps. 
Some, like Chrysler Corp., seem to 
bsive tried harder than others, ‘and the 
effort really shows in its Jeep Grand 
Cherokee, which rides and handles bet¬ 
ter than roost sport-utility vehicles. 

lsuzu. on the other hand, seems to 
have opted for a truckier personality 
for the Rodeo, .a competitor of the 
Grand Cherokee. And that personality 
is carried on in Lhe 1998 model now on 
sale. For sure, though, the ’98 Rodeo is 
an improvement over its predecessor in 
many ways: It's got a wider track, a 
285-pound weight reduction, a beauti¬ 
ful new exterior and interior, a quieter 
cabin and many other changes. 

Still, it's a truck and nothing but a 
truck. If you liked the old one. you’re 
sure to like the new Rodeo even more. 

On sale since Sept. 8. the "98 incor¬ 
porates the most complete makeover 
since 1991 of this popular sport-utility 
vehicle. Changes include a part-time, 
four-wheel drive system that engages 
on the fly at the touch of a button, 
rather than with a floor lever, and dis¬ 
engages just as easily. (There's still a 
floor lever, but its only purpose is to 
engage the four-wheel drive low range 
for extra-tough going off-road or in 
deep snow. 1 

While some car makers, such as 
Chrysler, have opted for full-time all- 
or four-wheel drive systems, lsuzu 
thinks it’s better notToh^q'the engine 
saddled with the extra friction of a full¬ 
time system when, most of the time, 
rear-wheel drive is perfectly good 
enough 

Hard to argue with that, although, 
with 205 horsepower pumping through 
its crankshaft, the Rodeo's optional 
engine can easily spin a rear tire on dry 



lsuzu Trooper 


pavement in hard acceleration. And the 
Rodeo's four-wheel drive system can’t 
be engaged unless the pavement is wet. 

That engine, refined for pro¬ 
duces 15 horsepower more than its 
predecessor. 

The Rodeo's floor pan is lower than 
before for easier entry. 

lsuzu. which builds many of its 
trucks in Lafayette. 2nd., with Subaru, 
has obviously worked hard to quiet the 
cabin, and the Japanese car maker is 
quite justified in claiming that wind 
whistle and noise from the Rodeo's 
drive train and tires have been reduced 
to carlike levels. 

-Tfieriiew interior includes a richer 
looking dashboard. Displays are clear, 
controls are well-located. No com¬ 
plaints from us. except for a few radio 
buttons whose markings were hard to 
read at night and a clock that kept los¬ 
ing hours ou mailer how many times 
we reset iL 

The horn button is now at the center 


of the steering wheel, where it belongs, 
and the temperature and air-flow mode 
controls are dials rather than slide lev¬ 
ers or pushbuttons _ in our opinion, the 
best arrangement for easy use on the 
move. 

There are bucket seats up front _ no 
power operation is available _ and 
there's a 50-50 split bench in back that 
can hold three people. For maximum 
cargo room, the rear-seat bottom cush¬ 
ions fold forward, then the seatbacks 
fold down almost flat. 

Our tester's spare was on the tail¬ 
gate. The rear window, which hinges 
upward, is notched so that the spare 
doesn't interfere when the window is 
opened. The tailgate itself hinges to the 
left, spare and all. For no extra charge, 
you can have the spare beneath the 
vehicle instead of on the tan gate, if 
you prefer it that way. 

lsuzu says a new suspension for ’98 
reduces the tendency of the rear tires lo 
chatter under hard acceleration and 


also irrtproves the ride and handling. 

The Rodeo comes in eight versions, 
with the cheapest starting at $17,995 
with a four-cylinder engine, stick shift 
and rear-drive only. Our tester was the 
most expensive, an LS with four-wheel 
drive and the V-6. starting at $27,910. 

The LS trim level includes luxury 
items .such as air-conditioning, power 
windows and locks, remote keyless 
entry with an alarm, cruise control, 
leather-wrapped steering wheel, wood- 
grain trim inside, tinted glass, power 
mirrors and more. 

In all. the new Rodeo is a better vehi¬ 
cle. sure to please funs of the old one. 

One more thing, in case you're not 
familiar with Isuzu's lineup: It is the 
larger Trooper, not the Rodeo, that is 
involved in the ongoing dispute with 
Consumer Reports magazine over an 
alleged propensity to roll over. ■ 


L4 Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Chrysler’s new 


crowd pleaser 


By Warren Brown 


NEW YORK—The object of 
approbation was the 1998 
Dodge Durango. Chrysler 
Corp.'s new sport-utility vehi¬ 
cle. which was parked on an 
Upper West Side street. 

The tested Durango had a 
black body with a blacked-out 
grille and a dark gray, leather- 
covered interior. It was a mus¬ 
cular work, with fender bulges 
front and rear, all of which sat 
atop highly polished, chrome- 
plated wheels. 

Background: -Chrysler is 
looking for buyers aged 30 to 
48 years old. with annual 
household incomes ranging 
from $50,000 to $75,000. 
About 75 percent of those pros¬ 
pective buyers are men, mostly 
married with children. - 

Chrysler’s marketers believe 
those buyers want a sport- 
utility vehicle that is big 
enough to cany as many as 
eight people, strong enough to 
tow up to 7,000 pounds, nimble 
enough to move through on 
urban environment, and rugged 
enough—should its owners 


desire to do so—to traverse a 
variety of unpaved roads. 

The Durango, thus, is 
offered as “an aggressive and 
exceptionally versatile compact 
sport-utility vehicle” that also 
is “a more-convenient, practi¬ 
cal and fun-to-drive alternative 
to full-size SUVs." Chrysler s 
marketers say. 

It isn’t clear if that means 
Chrysler expects the Durango 
to cannibalize some sales of its 
Jeep Cherokee and Grand 
Cherokee models, which are 
also fun and, depending on 
one's definition of utility, quite 
practical in handling a number 
of chores. What is clear is that 
Chrysler has a heck of an atten¬ 
tion-getter in the Durango. 

Durango buyers will have a 
choice of three engines, includ¬ 
ing the tested 5.9-liter Magnum 
V-8. which is rated 250 horse¬ 
power at 4.400 rpm. with 
torque rated 345 pound-feet at 
3,200 rpm. That’s a great 
engine for folks who plan to 
pull travel trailers. But it makes 
little real-world sense for peo¬ 
ple who plan to pull little or 
nothing at all. or who have no 


desire to traverse the Rockies 
without the benefit of interstate 
highways. 

A more sensible engine 
would be the 175-horsepower. 
3.9-liter Magnum V-6. or the 

230-horscpowcr. 5.2-litcr Mag¬ 
num V-8, An electronically 
controlled, four-speed auto¬ 
matic transmission is standard 
with all engine choices. Stan¬ 
dard brakes include power 
front discs/rear drums with 
ami lock backup. 

A note here: Chrysler’s new 
generation of anti lock brakes 
exhibit little of the pedal shud¬ 
der evident during the applica¬ 
tion of ami locks in older 
Chrysler cars and trucks. The 
company’s engineers hope that 
the smoother anti locks will pre¬ 
vent people from erroneously 
pumping the brakes during 
panic stops. Proper braking of 
antilocks requires maintaining 
steady pressure on the brake 
pedal until the vehicle stops, or 
the crash hazard is avoided. £3 


LA Times- Washington Post 
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Reindeer herders 


look to capitalism 
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for boost 


L By Vanora Bennett 


■ABOVE SEBYAN-KYUZEL, Russia— 
Velvei-antJercd reindeer are tethered out' 
side the nomads' tents, trampling whitish 
moss underfoot and barking softly as the 
full moon rises. There’s snow in the air. The 
autumn temperature is well below freezing 
in the austerely beautiful hills of the Rus¬ 
sian Far North. 

And when the old men of the Evenki 
people go to sleep in the reindeer-herding 
uplands of their forefathers, they say they 
listen to the earth beneath them snoring. 

Ignore the signs of poverty—the much- 
patched canvas of the encampments, the 
cheap clothes of artificial fiber on the herds¬ 
men’s backs—and this is an idyllic picture. 
After decades of Soviet attempts to settle 
them in permanent villages, the Evenki folk 
are still hearing the call of the wild. 

‘To a stranger, our life may seem savage 
and primitive.” reflected Innokenty Burtsev, 
39, the head of a four-family traveling 
group whose comp is pitched near a foam¬ 
ing stream. "Bui to us, it's just life. The life 
our fathers led hefore us. what's in our 
blood. We actually like it” 

Soviet bosses never quite worked out 
how best to get the 17.000 Evenki to serve 
communism. For ideological reasons, they 
settled some in “civilized” permanent vil¬ 
lages: for economic reasons, they kept oth¬ 
ers on the road herding reindeer. Now that 
the Evenki population has been cut loose 
from that past by the new Russian market 
economy, they are trying their own solu¬ 
tion: living by their traditions and getting 
capitalism to serve them. 

Innokenry’s herders hope to cam money 
by using their expertise and finding ways to 
; package and market reindeer products in 
: Russia and abroad. His people’s dream is to 
set up a small, profitable industry in rein- 
; deer production—not relying on the gpvem- 
< ment of the Sakha Republic, a region on 
■ Russia's northeast rim. or on inefficient 
■■ Moscow seven time zones away, 
v Russian reindeer herders draw inspiration 
• from the foreign indigenous peoples of the 


North whom they have met aL conferences, 
□r read about, or seen on television: the 
Canadians and Americans and Norwegians 
who lead a modified version of their tradi¬ 
tional life, but with hot showers, phones, 
televisions and proper incomes. 

"That's how it should be done." sighed 
lnnokenty’s wife. Lyuda Burtseva, describ¬ 
ing a 1995 Moscow conference of indige¬ 
nous peoples. "Just imagine—hot showers 
every day would be paradise." 

The life that Evenki herders live is spar¬ 
tan. The Burtsevs migrate six times a year, 
moving with Herd No. 2 from winter woods 
up to their summer pastures above the val¬ 
ley settlement of Sebyan-Kyuzel. The “fam¬ 
ily brigade.” which includes the Burtsevs. 
Innokenty’s mother, her sister, and his 
father’s sister, are waiting for the reindeer 
mating season to end this month before 
packing their tents again and heading to the 
forests for winter. 

Innokenty’s friend. Evenki ethnographer 
Anatoly Alexeyev. has been working for 
three years with the Sakha American Busi¬ 
ness Center on a $630,000 project to set up 
seven mobile meat-processing plants. Now 
the United Nations Development Program 
is helping to raise $1.5 million for a separ¬ 
ate program, aiming to set up meat- 
processing mini-factories and show the 
Evenki how to market their products 
internationally. 

Reindeer was popular in northern Rus¬ 
sian regions during Soviet times, but trans¬ 
portation problems have made it hard to 
obtain. It is considered a luxury in the Nor¬ 
dic countries that also produce iu there it is 
priced higher than beef and eaten smoked or 
roasted. 

Bill Dickens, special adviser in Moscow 
with the UN agency, said: “We believe it 
will be self-sustaining in three years. 
They'll have a source of income and 
livelihood.’’ 

Getting projects off the ground has 
proved difficult. "We're already in the third 
year of the American Business Center pro¬ 
ject; the (Sakhat government took the deci¬ 
sion to allocate the money...but it never 


came, for the simple reason that there was 
no money.” said Alexeyev. A donor confer¬ 
ence for the UN project was held last 
month. 

Still, if money materializes, there are 
plenty of other problems to overcome. 

The 20-odd state helicopters that serviced 
the remote North in Soviet days, transport¬ 
ing people and products to town from the 
wilds at no cost to the herders, have been 
sold off or privatized. Hiring a private heli¬ 
copter costs an unthinkable $1.000-an-hour. 
"If our meat has to go out by helicopter 
now. it will cost as much as gold!' Alex- 
eyev said, laughing. 

Without choppers, the herdre and the 
farm in Sebyan-Kyuzel have much less 
chance of getting their reindeer meal and 
horn to Yakutsk, the local capital. I hour 
away by air. There is no tarmac road out ol 
Sebyan-Kyuzel. and there are no sparepans 
for vehicles. Most cars are in such bad 
shape they cannot get the certificate of road 
worthiness they need to leave the village 
and travel down a rough dirt track. 

If the herders manage tx> get meat to mar¬ 
ket in Yakutsk, where reindeer is still 
prized, it is hard to find buyers. Yakutsk has 
started importing reindeer meat from abroad 
—weighed, labeled and packaged in bright 
plastic packets—and the foreign product is 
cheaper than the roughly wrapped reindeer 
meat that costs so much to get to town. 

Murky accounting across the vast dis¬ 
tances of a region seven times the size ot 
• California muddles the picture further. 

Herders say they sell reindeer horn to 
middlemen, who give them just 5 percent 
profits and sell the horn to factories in 
Yakutsk and in a more distant Russian city. 
Khabarovsk. The- horn is used by the 
Evenki as a cure-all. drank in tea: in several 
Asian countries, it is prized as an 
aphrodisiac. 

But officials in one factory near Yakutsk 
said they paid the reindeer herders 70 per¬ 
cent of the money they made from selling 
-..horn.- - - - •-■ ■**•***■***=**•• 

:’Jf:thiog^«to»lt-jmprove-T»on.. we IL he 



An Evenki herder of Siberia, with ropes 
the road camp for milking. 


in hand r tends the reindeer of Herd No. Sprier to bringing theahimttk back to 






forced to go back to the totally tribal way 
our forefathers lived." Alexeyev said. He 
has been living with the Burtsevs' Herd No. 
2 in recent months while he researches a 
book on customs of the Evenki, one of three 
big nomadic groups in this area of northern 
Russia who speak a Tungus-Manchu lan¬ 
guage. practice shamanism and have occu¬ 
pied their land since well before the major¬ 
ity Yakuts, a Turkic people, conquered the 
area. “Just us. our tents, our knives and 
guns, and the reindeer." 

The government of a region with vast 
riches in diamonds and gold is uninterested 
in the problems facing the Evenki. Officials 
are more worried about cutting deals with 
international businesses than looking after 
what regional Foreign Minister Vitaly 
Artumonov dismisses as “the smallest of 
our minorities." 

There arc only 21,000 indigenous people 
in the Republic of Sakha; 10 times as many 
people, mostly ethnic Yakuts and Russians. 

.. JbffuiP Y gk u t.'Sk-The. Repi ihlic aaf Sakha, for- 
-meriy Yakutia, has a total" population of 


more than 1 million. . # ‘ 

Artamonov wants foreign aid to go to the 
majority. Indigenous people were living a 
“Stone Age’’ life, he said. The laws of 
progress and profit dictated that they give it 
up and move into modem times. “1 am 
sometimes surprised that you former hunt¬ 
ers and reindeer breeders from places like 
Paris and Oslo want us to stay hunters for¬ 
ever." he said with heavy irony. “This 
arouses no special enthusiasm among us.” 

Leftover social problems from the Soviet 
era face the Evenki closer to home. A 
Soviet conviction that nomadism was 
“uncivilized" pushed most reindeer herders 
into villages by the 1950s, where their 
native language was oil but replaced by 
Yakut, the regional language, or Russian. 
Mostly male herders worked after that fop 
collective farms, in small groups in the tun¬ 
dra. separated from their families living in 
the villages. Alcoholism, heart disease, 
alienation and a widening generation gap 
led to the emptying of the villages, as y oung 
people beaded to thena^t-to Joekr&mMMaae ■ 


way of life. : 4: .. " V : 

: But there are reasdns : for Ttt>pe>Sebyan-: 
Kyuzel is araridown, crainped place s.,, 
where fuel is a problem, the scnobl is 
ing all winter and • the- hoteL-iasi been • 
boarded up for; lack -of .state radr^-SwC. 
locals talk of the beginning of. a Tpriyal of; 
Evenki culture.-:. . . .' '■ •- -t'A 

About 700pc»pl^fivehere,mOTr : c£thM^/ 
related, more women-, -aiid j dfitfrenvfean ^ 1 
men. Prices' are' at leak tfwiqtiasm 
Yakutsk. Many teeivagers 
and study in Yakutsk. Some giggfe :ahj. 
admit .that' their seeitt aimTs : to ;get ri L 
quick as part of the nationwide jianger 4 
wealth that has gripped Russia..| 

Over the past few years, however^ me 
local language tbat^tfie Evenki speak .has 
been taught in schools, fim for ha^the; H" 
year curriculum and later right through^. Stu-^ 
dents can now study theit language 'at .ft?,/ 
university level in Yakutsk.jp _r;i; 
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ROCK TRACKS 


By Stacy Jenel Smith 


Battleground Berlin: CIA vs 
KGB In The Cold War, by 
David E. Murphy, Sergei A. 
Kondrashev and George Bai¬ 
ley. Yale University Press 
£19.95,530 pages 


Deadly games 
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David Bowie certainly got a turn-out of the beautiful peo¬ 
ple during his LA. concert stand. He held court backstage at 
the Universal Amphitheatre with the likes of Johnny Depp, 
Jimmy Smits, Nastassia Kinski, Naomi Campbell, Terry 

-G illiam, David Lynch, Dwight 

Yoafcam, Sladi, members of The Red 
Hot Chili Peppers, Alice in Chains — 
and of course, David's fabulous wife, 
[man, who’s traveling with him. 
Before dial, Alanis Morissette and 
Live’s Ed Kovalzyk were among the 
music heavyweights who turned out for 
his oh-so-tightly-packed (steamy!) Hol¬ 
lywood Athletic Club concert — which 

David Bowie got oven steamier when he started the 
song “Fashion” backed by screens with fleeting images of 
bondage. Bowie's playing an unusual mix of amthitfaeatres, 
chibs and ballrooms on this tour. In a highly prolific phase, 
he’s also writing material for a new album — with a possi¬ 
bility it’ll be ready next year. He has nothing pending on the 
acting front at the moment, but you’d better believe be was 
passed several scripts for his consideration while playing in ' 
LA. 

Didja hear the one about the Roiling Stones trying to get 
former member B31 Wyman to rejoin the band for its 
“Bridges to Babylon ” tour? Word from insiders has it that 
Wyman was offered a guaranteed $22 milli on to come back 
for the tour, but be said, *T ra retired, F m retired.” That takes 
guts. Or a ton of money. 

John Entwhisde of The Who says he has the ghost who 
wanders his Gloucester, England estate to thank for a tape he 
used in creating the sountrack album of the syndicated live- 
action/animation show, “Van-Pires." He lets us know that 
“a lot of weird things have happened” in the 22 years he’s 
i nh abi t ed his 187-year-old mansf*. , “and that’s not just the 
bands who’ve visiied.” Among them: sightings of a lady in 
19th century garb walking the grounds with a ghost labrador, 
the camera of an unwelcome photogra pher falling apart, pic¬ 
ture windows opening and shutting by themselves. Ent- 
whistle’s apparently in-the-know groundskeeper has told 
him the ghost likes John. Anyway, this time oat, Entwhisde 
was looking for a recording of late Who drummer Keith 
Moon pounding out licks for a never-used song. According 
to John, he’d been looking for the recording for awhile, and 
voiced his view that if the ghost really did like him, she ought 
to help him find the tape. A few hours later, he was about to 
give up the search when tapes spontaneously fell off a shelf 
behind him, right in front of the Moon recording — which 
now has a place on the TV show soundtrack album £nt- 
whistle and his “Van-Fires” collaborator, Steve Luongo, 
are talking about doing concert performances of die sound¬ 
track material, possibly even a tour. 

Country star dint Black is going the actor route. He and 
wife and Lisa Hartman are going to team in a CBS-TV 
movie about late rodeo star Jack Favor. Lisa will co-pro- 
(frice with Clint and co-star as Fonder Favor, who by 
h er ma n when he served eight years in Louisiana State Pen¬ 
itentiary for a murder/robber/ he didn’t en mmft Black has 
tried to get the Favor story to screen for several years, had it 
at first one network, and then offered it to CBS early in '97. 


Reviewed by 
Alexander Nicoll 


EVEN AS the second world 
war ended, the victors were 
forming themselves up for 
another one. The focal point 
for the new confrontation was 
Berlin, capital of the van¬ 
quished country, divided up 
for administration by the four 
powers, but deep within the 
Soviet zone of Germany. 

On July 4, 1945. an Ameri¬ 


can team flew in to set up 
what became the Berlin Oper¬ 
ations Base of the Central 
Intelligence Agency in a 
building which, according to 
this book, “looked like the set 
for a movie adaptation of a le 
Carre novel.” 

The reference is about the 
only concession to the wealth 
of accounts, fictional or other¬ 
wise, of the deadly games 
which were played in Berlin 
over the next 44 years. For the 


authors have better credentials 
than most others for telling the 
story. David E. Murphy was 
head of the CIA’s Berlin base 
and later chief of its Soviet 
operations. Sergei A. Kondra¬ 
shev headed the German 
department of the KGB. the 
Soviet stale security service. 
The third author, George Bai¬ 
ley. is a journalist and former 
director of Radio Liberty. 

Their book represents an 
extraordinary collaboration 


between former adversaries. 
Although Murphy and Kondra¬ 
shev were not directly pitted 
against each other in Berlin, 
their activities were at times 
closely related. Kondrashev. 
when on assignment to Lon¬ 
don. was the case officer han¬ 
dling George Blake, a Soviet 
spy inside British intelligence. 
Blake told the Russians about 
plans for a tunnel which was 
dug underneath the Soviet sec¬ 
tor of Beilin in order to tap 
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m November. “I flunk Lisa and I always knew that some¬ 
how, someway, we’d find a way to wok together, but we 
didn’t think it would happen this soon,” Black says. “ S till 
Holding On, ” the top five Country angle from his hit album, 
“Nothin' Bui the Taittights,” is, he says, “about Jack and 
Fonder—about anyone who has to be away from s omeon e 
they love.” 

® HOT. Tribune Mob Strikes 
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Soviet communications an 
operation in which Murphy ■ 
was closely involved. 

The story of the tuiyiel is 
one of many famous episodes, 
already the subject of innu¬ 
merable accounts, which 
receive new and uniquely 
authoritative treatment in this 
book, which covers the period - 
from 1945 up to and including 
the construction of the Berlin 
Wallin 1961. 

It is not an easy read: the 
reader will benefit most if 
already familiar with the 
events of the time. But the . 
book adds valuable insights 
based on the authors’ personal 
experiences and newly opened 
KGB and CIA files. It will 
cast some light into the shad¬ 
ows. It is unlikely to resolve 
many of the mysteries which 
are still holly debated: who 
was so-and-so really woiking 
for. what did he tell to whom? 

And did it matter? It is 
tempting, when reading about 
some of the more absurd situa¬ 
tions, to wonder what on earth 
was the point of it all. For 
example, what was supposed 
to be a clandestine meeting in 
a cafe in Vienna, between 
Murphy and a Soviet spy 
whom he thought he was 
attempting to recruit, turned 
into, a brawl between CIA and 
KGB agents posted at other 
tables around them. It 
appeared that the KGB had iir 
fact been intending to kidnap 
Murphy- The police sent them 
ail home. 

There were plenty more 
intricate le Carre-type games: 
the use of German women to 
lure Soviet offi cers into 
defecting (but was the ring- 
master really working for the 
Russians?), (he defection of 
Otto John, head of the West 
German counter-intelligence 
agency, to the Soviets, his 
subsequent reappearance in 
the west and attempts to clear 
his name (this year, John took 
that mystery to his grave.) 
This sort of thing is what 
comes to most people's minds 
when they think of spies. 

Espionage is mostly not so 
interesting as this, but more 
important People like Mur¬ 
phy, who have spent a lifetime 
fighting for their countries, 
but cloaked in secrecy,. find 
not surprisingly that their 


work lias not been well under-- : ; ■ 
stood sensationalised, farita- \ - 
sised, discredited. They .want . ;- - 
the truth to be told, even .. 
though it may be a lot fess . 
glamorous than the fiction, j 
This desire is especially evi¬ 
dent in the 'account of the tun¬ 
nel dug in 1955 under the 
Soviet zone to tap telephone 
lines, an operation which" tyas . 
compromised from the start by 
George Blake. Murphy aigpes 
persuasively that it-was'still •_ . 
worthwhile: to protect Blake, - „ • 
hardly any Russians knew; of 
it, and no restrictions were 
placed on what was said on:the ■- 
many lines lapped. It provided 
information for II months:- - 
until the Russians broke it up.. 
“One must conclude,” the 
authors say,, “that the tunnel, 
did in fact produce a large, 
amount of badly needed and 
difficult to obtain military:. .', 
intelligence” 

Most intelligence consists of C?. 
the painstaking construction of *».' 
a picture of the enemy, ‘and' 
especially of- what his .armed 
forces are doing. This book 
shows that in the earliest con- y 
frontations over Berlin-, Wash-*- • 
ing ton could be sure, based on 
its intelligence, that the Rusr 
sians. whatever their belliger¬ 
ent statements, were not in!fact . 
preparing for war. There;can ■ 
be little doubt that the CIA's ... 
Berlin Operations Base contin- . 
ued to provide valuable sup¬ 
port to its political . masters ’ . 
during the extremely tense" and 
dangerous years which led to. 
the Berlin wall. 

Murphy was surprised tQrJF: 
find that, although the KGBTT 
gathered excellent information 
and it is stunning to find how , 
much they knew of die west's 
deliberations the information 1 
which was passed to Stalin and . 
his successors was delayed or’ 
distorted so as not -to. incur ' - 
their paranoia-inspired wrath. 

At one point, the Soviets’' 
information-gathering • opera¬ 
tions in East Germany were 
decimated as a result of a Mas- . 
cow power' struggle. “These • 
people lived in a grotesque 
world,” Murphy says. ;.The - 
more prosaic lesson is: that 
intelligence is only worthwhile . 
if the politicians esc enlight¬ 
ened enough to know how to. : 
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Programs on JTV 
from 18 - 24 October 



Amman cinemas 


9 Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): Losing Isiah 
9 Philadelphia Q (Tel: 634149): Mission Impossible 
9 Plaza (Tel: 699238): My Best Friend's Wedding 
9 Concord I (Tel: (>77420): The Long Kiss Good Night 
9 Concord H (Tel: 677420): Fair Game 
9 Galleria I (Tel: 634149): Jungle 2 Jungle 
9 Galleria n (Tel: 634149): Men in Black 


Movies & Videos 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


SATURDAY 

.2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Twinkle 
2:30—Moppet Show 
3:00—■'World of Geo 
4:00—The Vaily Between 
4 JO—Beakmans World 
15:00 —French Programs 
.7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—Newly Weds 
8 JO—Prism 
9:10—Time Trax 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—Feature Film 
12:00—Allen 


SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10— Lithe Rosey 
230— Jonny Quest 

3 KM)—Energy Express 
3:40—Lucky Luky 

4:00—American Chart Show 

4 JO—Tar a/art 

6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8:00—Cinema, Cin ema, 
Cinema 

8:30—Straggle for 
Democracy 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10JO—One West Waikiki 
11:15—The Bourne Identity 
12:00—Sisters 



THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—New Kids on the Back 

2 JO—My Little Fairy Tale 

3:00—America’s Funniest 

People 

3:30—He Shoot He Scores 
4:00—I Love Lucy 
4:30—The Boy from 
Andromeda 

5 KM)—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Trivial Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 
8:30—lots and dark 
(Superman) 

9:10—Winfrey Show 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Feature Film 
12:00—Step By Step 


7KM)—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L 'txuf tie Cotomb 


DIMAN CHE 

5:00—Secrets de Camille 
5 JO—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 

Foul pas river 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine pour tons 

Ziva 


LUNDI 

5:00—Secrets de famin e 
5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Thalassfi 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine sdentffique 
Cinq sur cinq 


Straggle for Democracy, Sunday 8:30 pm 


5:15 —French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7J5—Neighbors 

8:00—Morphy Brown 

8:30—Babylon 5 

9:10—Hi ghlande r 

10:00—News at Ten 

10 JO—Emergency Roomf&r) 

11:15—Homicide 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Great Defender 
11:15—I Remember Nelson 


MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—The Show With The 
Mouse 

2 JO—Cowboy of the 
Moomesa 

3:00—Gillette Sports Special 

3 JO—Riding Hig h 
4:00—Animal Stow > 
4:30—Ocean Girl 


TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Sandocan 
2JO—C.R.O. 

3:00—Skippy 

3 JO—The Album Show 

4 JO—Square One T.V 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Sara 

8:00—Tilt 

8 JO—Encounter 
9:10—Nature of Things 


WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Jonny Quest 

2 JO—Super Daue 

3:00—Secrets of Treasure 

Inlan d 

3 JO—SpeO Binder 
4:00—Monsters Today 

4 JO—Border Town 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Neighbors 
8KM)—Grace under Fire 
8:30^-ChaUenges 
9:10—Knng-Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land’s End 
11:00—American Gothic 


FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Leo The Lion 
2:30—Fred And Barney 
3:00—Wish Bone 
3:30—Lucky Luke 
4:00—Family Matters 
4J0—NBA 
5 JO—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Neighbors 
8:00—The Health Show 
8:30—Adventures of Brisco 
County 

9:10—Sea Power 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO— Best Seller 
11:15—Feature Film 


MARDI 

5:00—Secrets de famille 
5 JO—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00 —Savoir plus santl 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 


MERCREDI 

. 5:00—Secrets de famille 
5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Ushuaia 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—E = M6 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 


JEUDI 

5:00—L’invite de marque 
5:30—Fort Boyard 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Le dessous des cartes 


SAM EDI 

5:00—Secrets de famille 
5 JO—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Equinoxes 


VENDREDI 

5:30— L’empire du taureau 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alb b terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 
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ORD PUZZL 



me Mob Services 


31 

>r's state 33 
of 


38 

41 

42 
44 

0,1 . AG 
mus*c 46 


mu&n- - 
edfish *7 
49 


50 


51 

53 


54 


56 

55 

59 

60 


— pubfc 
Literary 
monogram 

— diem 
Language 

peculiarities 

Lariats 

Land measures 

Article _ _^ 

Alluvial deposit 

Toothed wheel 

Garbo 

Mend 

Greenvde, no 

school letters 
A cereal 
Miss Piggy s 
word 

potent po»en 

producer 
popular toy 
Globes 

H^spiri ted 


horse 

61 Persians 


DOWN 

1 Handcuff 

2 Start a quarrel 

3 -But —on 
forever” 

4 Twerp 

5 Won, but 
narrowly 

6 Bose and 
seckel 

7 — BenecSct 

8 Clip 

g Sir Laurence 

10 Kind of service 

11 Aqua — 

12 Hankers 

13 Boring tool 

14 Juniper of t® 

Bible 

19 Taradiddle 
22 Crazier 


24 _ 

26 Mexican moota 
28 Lieu 
30 Sleep stage: 

abbr. 

32 Unlock to poets 

35 Glacial masses 

36 Drink bi Dover 

37 Classy fiddles 

38 Riposte 

39 in fashion 

40 Saunters 

41 Ripening 
agents 

43 Female lobster 
45 Infirm 

47 Avarice 

48 Frighten 

51 Actor Richard 

52 Author James 
55 LikeWiSe 

Wride 


57 “Major— 
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* HOROSCOPE* 


By Linda Black 


Weekly Tip: Sports activities dominate so get into anl 
exercise program. There are lots of changes to be made and! 
people are scurrying left and right To avoid the chaos, stay| 
well organized 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Your energy level is very 
high. The problem is that you don’t want to exercise much! 
discretion. Be carefuL or you'll spend a lot of time cleaning! 
up the mess. If the authorities want to change your life] 
around, let them. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Don’t stress about money. 
Ifsout there; all you have to do is get it Do what your coach! 
says. Explore new possibilities with a foreign friend. Some¬ 
thing you previously thought impossible could happen. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). The competition’s fierce. 
Take notes instead of arguing, and you'll win next time. 
Money starts becoming more available. Jump through the 
right hoops lo get iL 

Cancer (Jane 22-July 22). Your work load's impossible. 
Focus on old jobs and new ones will get easier. Get a partner) 
to help. Delegate. Make ends meet by getting a friend to pay’ 
more. 

Leo (July 23-Ang. 22). Don’t hold back your true feel¬ 
ings. Declare an eternal fascination, if not a forever commit¬ 
ment. Practice. It’s the only way to gain the skills. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Throw out superfluous items. 
Give your place a thorough cleaning. Have your true love' 
over for dinner and serious planning. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). You are forceful and dynamic. 
Complete a project that’s long overdue. Make plans with 
family. A problem that's been pestering you will clear up. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). You'll have a compulsion to 
gamble. Only bet chi a sure thing. Use your experience to 
win. A private conversation provides the answer. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You are confident, bold 
and creative. An outrageous suggestion surprises your boss, 
bat has merit. Cany out plans. Ifyou do what you said, you’ll 
win. 

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan. 19). Admit you don’t know how 
and ask for help. Explain to an older person who doesn't 
understand. The money you’ve been seeking is available. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Work within an enthusiastic 
team and break through to victory. You’re lucky, but your 
last excuse has been used up. Produce the results. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Take careful notes. To get the 
benefits you need, talk to a bureaucrat Don’t take on a 
friend's financial problems. He or she can handle it 
If You’re Having a Birthday This Week: You're awe¬ 
some. Make changes at home to set things tight finally. 
[Make a romantic commitment so you can get on about your 
(plans. 

C1997. Trflmne Mafia Semcci 



Rare Books & Prints 


Rare engravings. Unique views of 
Jerusalem, Jerash, Um Qais and Petra. 
* a| S o views Syria, the Holy Land, 
Lebanon and 2gypt. 

For more information Telefax: 664805. 
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Un rabbin chez U guide 

mjn tmissalre du grand rabbin d’Israel a en march dernier & Gaza r —,- arV ,„j rabbin one le leaS‘" 

. -. i j__ rF~«.-.o II et etnri 


i 


Gaza un emrmen *««* y <‘•‘T 7:r 

£ta,£«, * .Mr. tout« qui et en son P™™ r P 0 “^ c ^^2y»t, p^d’hommepol tiqnea 
des femraes. des enfants et des viollanls*. «Je vous parle de croy ent re te peoples*, to* 

s . Notre seul but est de reiserJa volonte 


homme politique. Notre seiti but est de rawer -m v«lon^Uieu ; que notre people subft 

encorel Hgrand rabbin. Cheikh Yassine ^eponduen SEBi one «trSve* si IsraZl 

l’occupation. nous avous le droit de raster*. £» d a ojfert a l envoye au g 


’occupation 
permetiah la 

Tenant compte de - 

Cheikh Yassine a refuse d accepter des *«—; - * fZT~ A „. faL Im ren contre 
qu-nue Me missive derail etre rcmue au prudent Yjaser Ang* J*" . 


itioo. nous avous te arou ae n»uu»- - - - - 

r Ula creation d'un Eut Palestinian i nde P e ^ nl ^™l%Z^UM dialogue 
sample de la sensibUitc de VAutonle P a i £S !j me . nne ^ j u 2rmt d rabbi 
Yassine a refuse d ’accepter des mauis de l emssatre lalettre «“* 


ie tout auuuguv entre Israel et le Hamas, 
du grand rabbin (notre photo). HauuBqui 
a rencontre entre I’imissaire, terabbm 


resident Yasser AmjaL utrenconu* Yasdmdans 

TruZ^T^ Create „ U d&JjSu 


un quanirpuuvre du Gaza. UrMn 


Supplement en frangais du Star 


cour du "Club de la Societe islamique* voisut 
assis dans sa chaise rouiante etita declare ;« 
rabbins et chcikhs permettra de resoudre certains 
politiques*. 


font de rencontrer te guiae "T'~ ™,»r*Hnn entre 







,.■ i i ui&iiSutS-.,- 



.i> -v- 

,rv44 




Elections 


■ i «wS: 

- _ 


Y-y 1 





• •••:••: -V,. -• 


4 


. _ tm 

^AL >?•;*>- 

-.Si: i-ar.ti?.-*-. - 


Societe 


L’armee cachee des regards perdus 

Plus de 6000 clochards et mendiants errent dans les rites des grandes villes pour glaner 
de quoi survivre. Radioscopie d'line population de l’ombre. 


A I’appel de la 

Avec le boycott de nombreux partis de l ! 0 PP^ si ^^^SSK $| 
imistes, les tribus ant reprisdupoilde labete. 

,C nnt nr q anise des sortes d’electionspnmaires aftndedesig^^Ma 


islamistes, -- . -. . . „ 

el les ont organise des sortes d’ elections pnmaires 

leur meilleur representant. 


IS a le regard dune 

:nlance fanfie. Ses vStements 
Aim delabrfis et ses cheveux en 
lesurdre. A route personne qu'il 
encontre, il demande la chari- 
e. Ei aprfes avoir beaucoup in- 
.isie. it arrive parfois & obtenir 
■uelques pieces. Quand ii voit 
m policier. ii se earapate pour 
•virer les ennuis : *Je ne veux 

Hisftnir dans un eiablissemenl 
H-niteniiaire. explique Ahmad. 
c ne suis pas coupable, je veux 
-.culcment sur\'ivre». Rien que 
iurvivre pour ce mfime de 15 
ins qui vit la galore depuis la 
non de sa mfere en 1995. 
D'ahord privfi de ses droits les 
■»lus t'ondamentaux. la famille 
:t I'ecole. il est exploit^ sans 
ampules par son pere : -ll 
n'oblige a mendier et me 
r rappe si je reviens a la maison 
j tins argent*, confie Ahmad en 
montrant un bleu sur son vi¬ 
sage. 

En Jonianie. de nombreux 
mineurs. com me Ahmad, se re- 
irouvent sur le pavg et peu a 
peu linissent dans le monde des 
mendiants et des clochards. Se- 
lon les chiffres de 1996 du dt5- 
partement de la protection soci- 
jle. ils seraienl plus de 5000. 
lous ag£s de moins de 17 ans. h 
trainer eomme fa dans les rues. 
Ceite annee. 560 enfants clo- 
ehardises se som ajoutes h ce 
iriste cortege, (andis que chez 
les adulies, dont une majoriie 
de lemmes. les mendigots dc- 
passeraient le millier de per- 
sonnes. 



En 1997, 560 enfants-mendiants sont venus grossir les 
rangs de la manche. 

Ministere des affaires sucialex. 
dans I'cnsemble. il s'agit de 
professionncls qui recrutcnt ct 
c.xpIoUcnt des enfants et des 
lumdiczipes pnnr gagner bcan- 


*Une des mendiantes que je 
connaissais avail parfois sur 
tdie plus de 1000 JD». se sou- 
vient Ali Samarah, chel du de- 
partcmeni de la mendiciie au 


amp d'argcnt». 

ApparemmcnL ils operent en 
tome liherte. fauic de repres¬ 
sion cfticace el constituent de* 
r&eaux ires bien organises 
dans toutes les grandes villes 
du royaumc : -C’vst vrui. II 
fiwdrail prendre des mesures 
pour empeeher le pht-noniene 
i ic s'ctendrv *. analyse Alt. im- 
puissam. Aulrc probleme : la 
ptupun des clochards onl de 
graves prohlemcs psycholo- 
giques. Unc population qui ne- 
cessitc un tr.iilement adapte 
mais les responsablcs sociaux 
font remarqtier aussitot qu'il n'y 
a pas d'eiablisscmciu cor- 
respondam. 

Les nioyens du departement 
de l.i pnuection socrale rcstent 
done ires limites. 11 n*e\isie pa* 
vraiment de centres sociaux en 
Jordan ie pour s'occuper des 
SDF. Quant a la mendiciie. el le 
est th^oriquement imcnlite. En 
collaboration avee la s^curitc 
publique. la protection sociale 
organise des tournees--. Deux 
fois par semaine. un bus ra- 
masse Ic* mendiants : les en¬ 
fant* *oni envuves en maison 
de correction et les adultes en 
prison. Mais ce precede 
n existe qu'il Amman et ne re- 
prcsenlc qu un pis-aller face au 
nombre croissant des mains 
tendues dc la rue. ■ 


Le jour J, pour beau- 
coup d’electeurs. I'affaire sera 
deji dans le sac et l’aete dc vo¬ 
ter. unc simple t'ormalil^. Pour- 
quoi ? Cest le systeme tribal 
qui le veui ainsi. un systfcme 
qui jouc un role d^cisit dans la 
reussite ou 1‘iSchee d'un candi- 
daL 

En regie genera I e. la tribu est 
compost de plusieurs families 
avee different* noms. Un mem- 
bre d'unc dc ces families, qu'il 
soit independant ou appartienne 
j un parti politique, peut se pre¬ 
senter aux election*. II doit im- 
perativement avoir une forte 
position au sein de I'ensemble 
dc la tribu mais egalement au 
sein Ue la region qu'il va repn?- 
semcr. II y a unc trcntaine 
d'anndes. seul le cheikh de tribu 
Igeneralement le plus 5g6 ou le 
plus experiment^) avail le droit 
. d'etre candidat. Le resie de la 
tribu n'avail qu'& le soutenir 
sans mot dire. Aujourd'hui. les 
candidat* sent souvent des per¬ 
sonnel qui ont travails dans le 
gouvemement. I'arm^e. la po¬ 
lice mais aussi des hommes 
d'affaires, des medecins ou des 
ingenieurs qui sur le long lerme 
ont su etablir un puissant rdseau 
de relations sur lequcl ils peu- 
vent s'appuyer pendant la eam- 
pagne electorate 


Pour etre ofFtcielleraent d6- 
signd. le candidat rtunit les 
hommes les plus agis de la tri¬ 
bu. Chacun d'eux repnSsenre 
une des branches du clan. En¬ 
semble, ils etudiem les compe¬ 
tences du candidat, ses chances 
de victoire et les moyens d'y 
parvenir. Des qu’il obtient le 
vote de confiance de la tribu. 
e'est au tour des femmes 
d'intervenir. Elies seront elles 
aussi rtunies par le candidat 
qui leur explique les conclu¬ 
sions de la «haute* assemblde, 
ses valeure, son programme 
Electoral etc... Les femmes, en- 
suite, metieni au point un plan 
dc bataille pour la campagne et 
se part agent les dches. Parmi 
les plus importantes et qui est 
toujours prise en main par la 
femme du candidal: les visiles. 
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Un fauteuii pour deux 

Les femmes se rendent chez 
les habitants pour expliquer les 
intentions du candidat, repon- 
dre aux questions et discuter 
des conditions de vie, de poli¬ 
tique. d'econoraie... Ces visiles 
doivent couvrir route la region, 
Les femmes sont aussi char¬ 
gees de donner un coup de 
main le jour des elections dans 
les bureaux de vote, pour Ie d 6- 
pouillement des suffrages etc... 


A partir de 6 ou 7 tribus principals, Vecheveau des cen- 
taines de clans jordaniens semble iruUmelable. 


Nfianmoins, le systfcme tribal 
n'est pas infaillible. 11 arrive 
parfois que plusieurs membres 
dune mfime famille prfisentent 
leur candidature. Cet incident 
s'est produit en 1989 dans ma 
famille : Samir Kawar. I'anden 
ministre de I'hrigation, voulait 
se presenter dans la circon- 
scripuon de Balqa et l'ecnvain 
Fakri Kawar. & Amman. Les 


deux eandidats se soot expli- 
qufcs devant tous les membres 
rfcunis de la famille’ Finalemeot 
deux coupes de squtien ont fctfc 
formes, un par circooscription. 

D'autres fois,- les candida¬ 
tures multiples nuisent fc TunitS 
de la tribu. Lors des ldfepu&es.. 
elections legislatives; tat,.des,;. 
membres de la tribu.Baga^ma^-s,, 
voulu etre eandidat, sons, avqtc, ^. 

H “ * 


Nahed Al-Khlouf 


SDF : k dochard a la fran^aise 


Mendiants richards ? 

Quels que soient les motifs 
de ce terrible phenomene 
tpauvrcte. chomagc. cir- 

consiances familiales...), la 

mendicite reste le symbole d'un 
decrochage, dune exclusion de 
la societe. Le temps aidant, les 
mendiants se sentent isoies et 
en arrivent 2i creer leur propre 
monde. Quand on les intenroge, 
ils parlent de leur vie en etant 
sur la defensive: -La mendiciie 
n’est pas un crime. Cest man 
destin tout simplemeni. semble 
se rfisigner Sabah. d’aUleurs je 
n’ai pas d'autre choix car j'ai 
trois enfants et man mart est au 
chdmage*. Pourtant elle avoue 
gagner au moins 300 dinars par 
:mois. ; rien qu'en tendanl la 
main, soit dix fois plus qu'une 
allocation offerte par la caisse 
d'aide nationale. Mendiants 
richards ? C'est etonnant mais 
irfcel. Seuls les travailleurs so- 
ciaux nc sont pas surpris car ils 
en onl rencontre quelqucs-uns; 


SDF : Sans domicile Fixe. 

Depuis qnelqueg aipnEes maintenanL ces trois 
lettres sont malbenreusement tombees dans 
le.langage couranLLa France compte plus 
de 200.000 SDF aujwrd'hui. Us dorment sur 
les trottoirs a Fint£rieur de vieux cartons ou 
dans les bouches de na^tro pour avoir plus 
dhaud. Ce ne sont pas toujours de vieux 
poch'trbns qui puent:1a vinasse. Qa Test 
d'aflleurs de moin^en. moins. Les jeunes re- 
joignent rfcuilfcrenrfnt Jes rangs des sans- 
abri. A mains de ZS-^ns, ils n’ont pas droit 
au RM1 (Reveriu ^Mi n i m u m d’Insertion). 
Sakw soiitien fainilial, s^ns travail, sans for- 
■ ma tinn, sans espoir. -ils Swt done nombreux 
asolliciter lesassodationS caritatives. 

Aprfcs plusieurs tnois d’fcxTaiice, les SDF se 
. retrouvent de temps^aatres dans des foyers . 
‘d’fafctiorgenienL Ds-.yK^ssent deux mritS; 

trois noits, rencontrenfrfes assistants so-: 


.uaiKM r~ /| ] ___ 4 _... 

manque de places demande tou- estime qu'ft y a en France 

Jours croissante, ne peasant les garder plus - d e ig.i 25 anxqui sont sans 

longtemps. AI6rs.U debroluIla ' *** resources propres. ■ 

survivre. 


Cela Tait plus de vingt ans qu'il traine ses 
oripeaux un peu o^rtout en France et il as¬ 
pire a un peu de tranquillite. Installe par 
terre, adosse contre une vitrine de maga- 
sin, ‘il joue dc l’accordeon pour se payer 
une chambre dans l'hotel le moins cher de 
la ville. kA ujourd’hui. on ne se fait plus 
d’amis dans la rue», explique-t-ii derriere 
ses petites lunettes de vieux comWnartL 
Dans les centres d'accueil, le racket est 
frequent et dehors ce sont «les droguis qui 
en veulent d tan fric». C'est en tout cas le 
constat de Franck, 17 ans settlement mais 
qui en parait dix de plus. Dans la prina- 
pjde rue de Lffle Inord de la France), U ar- 
rete les gens’pour leur vendre des poenres 
ou des cal en driers photocopies : on I ui re¬ 
pond & peine ou on lui tend deux ou trois 
paces. Si la jdarnfc estgenfcrease, H pour- 
. ra se-payer.un sandwich et nn bon nt 
chaud. Le • lendemabu la raema routine 
I.’atteE -L L*Insee (fastibit national des sta- 


Mkbel, lui, ne suppswWfas les foyers. B 
refuse de s'y rendre quitte a domnr dehors. 


Le Jourdain 
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at nipme le numero ae i time w»u •» ---- — . 

ne sert qu'une fois. Chaque gouvernorat a sa couleur : le blanc pour Amman. 


consultfc personne. 11 a 
refusfc de rendre visile, aux 
hommes .les plus Sgfcs pour 
obtenir temv arijoW-^otf- - 
former de sa’tKc^bn'^F'toib^^" 
convaincu ou on 1‘avait con- 
vaincu que sa famille (les Ba- 
gaccn proprement dits qui ap- 
partiennem 2) I'ensemble de la 
tribu des Bagaeen) aliait Ie 
soutenir puisque tout simple- . 
ment il en faisait partie. II s'est 
avfctfc plus tard que ce candidat 
impnfvu avait fctfc pousse par 
ime autre famille de la tribu. La 
famHIe Bagaeen n’a pas vote et • 
le candidat a fcchoufc. L'histoire 
s’est terminfce sur deux fausses 
notes : la victoire du rival qui 
n'eutit pas du clan et division 
de la tribu. Une affaire qut a 
laissfc des cicatrices encore vi¬ 
sibles ceite annfce. Les Bagaeen 
ont pris du retard dans le choix 
de leur champion parce qu’ils 
ont dfl d’abord rfcooqcilier Jes .: 
families en litige. • ' 

Au total, le systeme tribal 
apparait plus que jamais 
comme une machine fclectorale 
bien huilde. En face, les partis, 
en raison du boycott de nombre 
d'entre eux, ne pesent pas bien 
lourd. ■ 


-fis 






Rana Kawar-Bagaeen 


Art 

Line expo pour tout Tor de la Catalogne 

^ rv_ 1 ’nrt mntp.mnorain avec au m 
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Picasso , Mird, Dali , des noms qui font rever. Des monstres de l art 
deux points commons : ils sont tous Catalans et parmi une vingtain 

ils sont a la Galerie nationale de Jordanie. 


Les lignes, les formes. 
Ics couleurs. les styles, les 
epoques. tout est different. 
Mais regroupees dans un me me 
lieu..tomes ces oruvres ferment 
un superbe condensfc de 1'art 
Catalan contcmporain. Cette 
fabuleuse exposition des plus 
yrends artistes 
Cata- 


tant de l'an mode me el le prin¬ 
cipal pionnier de l'avant-garde 
actuellc. la folie surrdalistc de 
Salvador Dali en passant par 
I'exulterant Clave ct le symbo- 
lisme dc Tapies. sans oublier 
Picasso el Miro ? Brcf. un pla¬ 
teau d'une extraordinaire qua¬ 
lity. Une pre¬ 


de la 

logne merile 
bien son nom 
d'-Aura Me- 
diterranea» : 

I'ur de la Me- 
ditenanec. 

Lc travail de 
ccs 24 mallres 
nous offre un 
bouquet d'oii 
sc degage tout 
Tart dc noire 
sicctc. Pcin- 
ture, sculp¬ 
tured architec¬ 
ture ou 
lithographic, 
routes ccs ex¬ 
pressions ar- 

tisiiques canicteriscni cn memc 
temps un veritable profession- 
nalisme et Ic besoin d'offrir aux 
hommes de nouveaux espaccs 
esihfctiques. 

Comment alors ne pas 
s’cxlasicr devant unc telle bro¬ 
chette de celebrites: d'Antonin 
Gaudi. le plus grand rcpr&en- 



miere en 
Jordanie '? La 
princesse Wij- 
dan, femme du 
prince Ali. fun 
des cousins du 
roi, a opprecte 
sans aueon 
Joule. mais 

clle fail remar- 
quer que lc 
royaume a 
accueiili 
les oeuvres 
d'artistes egyp- 
liens. peui-etre 
pas aussi re- 
nommfcs mais 
tout aussi re- 
murquables... 


L'art Catalan est a I'image de 
la Catalogne, un melange de 
cultures ct de pcuplcs mais 
avec un caractere authentique. 
qui provoque une grande Emo¬ 
tion dans la public. Chaque 
jour, cinq ou six Scales vicn- 
nent visiter I'exposition. AidCs 
de leurs professcurs. certains 
decouvrent l'art pour la pre- 


En haul de 
Vescalier 
qui mine a 
/' exposition , 
le choc : La 
naissance 
de la 
Dfcesse dc 
Vextrava- 
gant Salva¬ 
dor Dali 
nous saisit 

et nous 
iransporte 

vers une 
Catalogne 

artistique 

aux expres¬ 
sions les-- 
plus va¬ 
rices. 



mitre fois. : tout un up- 
prentissage pour Its genera¬ 
tions futures*, assure Dirar Qa- 
nah. dirccteur de la Galerie 
nationale. 

Apres fa Jordanie. 
I'exposition Ira ea Syrie. au Mu- 
roc, en Tunisie. en Egypte. cn 


Turquie et ensuite seulement cn 
Europe exposition iun£rame 
pour diffuser 1a bonne nouvelle 
de l'art Catalan ct la culture 
originate d'un peuplc. B 


Soils le patronage de fa 
Rrioe Noor et avec fa coope¬ 


ration du gouvemement de 
Catalogne, flnstitut Catalan 
de fa Medlterranfie, 1'Institut 
Cervantes et I'agence espa- 
gnole de fa cooperation Inter¬ 
nationale, I’exposition “Aura 
Mediterrunea* : l'art Catalan 
jusqu'au 28 octobre a I'ctage 


de fa Galerie nationale de 
Jordanie, a Djebel Lweibdeb- 
Mountaza Circle. Tous les 
jours sauf mardi, de 9h a 
17h. Entree tibre. 


Amineh IshUy 


'H® 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda culturel d'AinmatiS 

Festival du cinema europeen 
au Centre culturel royal 
Programme du 16 au 22 octobre 


"ft 


George Barris, orgi 
on a replica of the 
customized for the 
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16 octobre :Me Mia Cravyi (Grfece), a 16h30 
Tengo una Casa (Espagne), a 20h00 

17 octobre: Tengo una Casa, a 16h30 
Grosse Fatigue (France), a 20h00 

18 octobre: Grosse Fatigue, a 16h30 
Il Grande Cocomero (Italie), a 20h00^ 

19 octobre: Il Grande Cocomero, a 16h30 
Malambo (Autriche), a 20h00 

20 ocotbre; Malambo, a 16h30 

Elvira Madigan (Su&de) a 20h00 

21 octobre: Elvira Madigan, a 16h30 
Raison et sentiments (Royaume-Uni), ^ 20h00 

22 octobre: Raison et sentiments, a 16h30 



Mm 

:wi 


The First Clas 
Amman thi 
^tchenette 
room 


Prix : 1 JD pour les adultes, gratuit pour les etudi- 
ants. Les recettes sont destinees au centre 
d'education speciale de l'assodation des jeunes mu- 
sulmanes, sous le patronage de la princesse Sarvath. 


Cinema 

Cycle consacre au realisateur Oaude Chabrol. 

Une affaire de femmes avec Isabelle Huppert (1988). 
Pendant I'Occupation, une faiseuse d'anges est con- 
damn ee a mort par la justice. 

Mercredi 22 octobre a 20h30 au Centre culturel 
franqais. Tel.: 637009/636445/612658. 
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Retracing James Dean’s 
famous fateful journey 



. By Ann W. O’Neill 

LOS ANGELES—They were the few, the 
proud* lovers of cars that are old bur fast and 
of a Hollywood legend who lived hard and died 
young.: Last weekend, a dozen of them gathered 
at a ship mall to begin retracing James Dean's 
final Journey. 

.-Their sponsor, local car customizer George 
Bams,, didn't make this year's Rebel Run, a 
200-nnIe road trip from the San Fernando Val¬ 
ley to Cholame. 

But he has told the srory of the intense young 
actor!* fateful final day so many rimes before 
that they know the details by heart. 

On 30 September, 1955, Barris met Dean, a 
customer, at a gas station on Ventura Boulevard 
in .the Valley. They loaded a spanking new alu¬ 
minum-skinned Porsche Spyder onto a trailer 
and checked out Barns' custom paint job—the 
number 130 on the front, the nickname “Little 
Bastard” hand-lettered on the back. 

The original plan had been to haul the Por¬ 
sche to Salinas in central California, where Dean 
was to race it thar weekend. But Dean had a 
change of heart. 





“Jimmy says, T want to drive it up.’ So we 
unloaded it. He jumped in the car and off he 
went, followed by the truck and the trailer. 1 
waved goodbye and that was the last time 1 saw 
him,” Barris said. 

Riding with Dean was Rolf Wutherich, a Por¬ 
sche mechanic. 

What happened between 5:30 and 6 p.m. that 
day at a Y intersection about 20 miles east of 
Paso Robles is now an indelible part of Califor- 
nia lore: An engineering student in a black and 
white Ford sedan made an ill-advised left turn, 
Dean uttered his famous last words— “He's 
gotta see us”—and a sickening collision, nearly 
head-on, collapsed the front end of the Porsche, 
forcing the steering wheel into Dean's chest and 
snapping his neck. Wutherich was injured but 
survived. 

Death at the age -of 24 made Dean a legend. 
Three days after he died, Warner Bros, released 
“Rebel Without a Cause," the second of his 
three films. He had just completed work on his 
third. “Giant” ■ 

That some still remember the anniversary of 
his demise 42 years ago is a testament to a cul¬ 
ture's continuing fascination with fame, speed, 
youthful- rebellion and tragic early 
death. 

This year, Barris traveled to Dean's 
hometown—Fairmount, Indiana—for 
the annual James Dean Memorial Run. 
The Indiana fesliviwas his last film, 
Robert Mitchum, who died last sum¬ 
mer, played director George Stevens. 

In Los Angeles on Saturday the die? 
hard Dean fans and classic car buffs 
launched the first leg of their memo¬ 
rial run from a record store named Ear 
Candy. The shop is owned by Kip 
Brown, who -drives a silver Mazda 
Miata and has been working for a dec¬ 
ade on a book about Dean. 

“I’m a big fan of his, but Fm not a 
psycho fart,” Brown said. “I don't 
bow down and go. ‘Jimmy!’" 

Tve been a James Clean fan for¬ 
ever." gushed writer Pamela des Banes , 
from behind a pair of retro sunglasses, a 
tattoo of Jesus on her shoulder. “I 
remember the minute he died. I was 8 
years old, and 1 heard it on the, radio. I 
said. ‘Mom, who’s that?’" 

The Rebel Run has traced Dean's 
final route since 1980—taking one 
year off for lack of an organizer. This 
year, the turnout was better than it 
was a few years back, when Bob Carr 
and his wife. Leslie, were the only 
participants. 

“I go for the drive." said Carr—a 
tali and twangy fellow who wore a T- 
sbirt that boasted, Tf I were a car, Fd 
be a classic"—who was in a 1938 


The unkown side of 

Goethe’s life 


George Barris, organizer of the James Dean Run, sits 
on a replica of the, Porsche Spyder that he originally 
customized for the actor. ■“ 


Mercury Zephyr.: 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


By William Drozdiak 

BERLIN—Among the giants of litera¬ 
ture. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe .re¬ 
mains unique. One of history's great 
Renaissance men. he achieved Olympi¬ 
an feats during his 83 years as a critic, 
journalist, painter, statesman, scientist 
and philosopher. 

No wonder he is hailed as the ulti¬ 
mate European, a man who felt at ease 
in many cultures and lived life to the 
full extent of its possibilities. Goethe's 
relations with women are often cited as 
a primary inspiration behind his ex¬ 
traordinary achievements. 

He fathered five children with Chris- 
liane Vuipius. (hough 'only one sur¬ 
vived past birth. He courted many 
beautiful and intelligent women 
throughout his life. The writer sealed 
his masterpiece “Faust" with the final 
couplet. “Eternal Womanhead/ Leads 
us on high,” which seemed to extol the 
opposite sex as the focus of man's no¬ 
blest creative energies. 

But a new study of Germany's most 
famous writer has shaken the literary 
establishment by declaring the poet's 
life and work were 

really shaped by his suppressed homo¬ 
sexuality. In a nation that reveres 
Goethe as much as, if not more than, 
the British do William Shakespeare, 
author Karl Hugo Prays hopes his' bi¬ 
ography will .cause readers to see 
Goethe in a new light. 

“I have broken one of our greatest 
taboos." Prays said in an interview. 
“Goethe's homosexuality is unques¬ 
tionably central to his life and work. 
But there has long been a conspiracy to 
cover this up because of the conviction 
that Germans would never accept that 
their favorite national poet was gay" 
Prays, a historian who spent a decade 
scrutinizing Goethe’s writings, argues 
in “The Tiger's Tender Touch." which 
arrives in bookstores this week, that 
the 18th-century genius harbored seri¬ 
ous phobias about women and found 
his greatest artistic and personal fulfill¬ 
ment through relationships with men. 
Prays said Goethe's reputation as a 
dashing Don Juan is largely a myth. He 
insists the poet was actually afraid of 
women and never touched one until the 
ripe age of 39, when he was seduced 
by Christiane.^-And Prays claims the 



numerous love .letters Goethe wrote to 
women were simply sentimental affec¬ 
tations of his lime, not true professions 
of amorous desire. 

“Goethe was by no means 3 woman¬ 
izer. He was a natural actor who loved 
the disguise.” the author says. "So 
what if he was married'.' Oscar Wilde 
also married and had two kids, but that 
does not preclude the fact he was gay. 
We need to take Goethe down from his 
pedestal and see him lor what he really 


was. Then we will have a better under¬ 
standing of his work and his limes." 

Prays says Goethe married Chris- 
iiane. who was 16 years his junior and 
often slept in a separate room, as a 
reluctant favor. In contrast, he says. 
Goethe confided the joy of physical 
love in letters to male friends and said 
his most sensual experience occurred* 
when he went swimming naked with 
other young men in the. lakes of 
Switzerland. 


The defining relationship in' 

. Goethe's career as a writer. Prays says, 
was an intensely passionate liaison* 

- with the Duesseldorf philosopher Frie¬ 
drich Heinrich Jacobi. In response to a 
letter from Jacobi, who said he was 
“tenderly and deeply in love" with 
Goethe, Prays quotes Goethe as 
expressing his “rapture and bliss” at 
being treated as the “love object" of 
his philosopher friend. 

Goethe concluded many of his let¬ 
ters to Jacobi and other close male 
friends with the signature “warmest 
kisses" and other expressions of physi¬ 
cal longing. 

By challenging the received wisdom 
about Goethe. Prays has attracted a 
good deal of criticism. Lothar Bhrlich. i 
one of the nation’s top literary historic 
ans. from Goethe's home town of Wei-., 
mar, calls the book “wrongheaded" in., 
its conviction that the cultural icon was 
masking his true sexual orientation, 
from the public eye. “Goethe lived in q* 
uniquely sentimental age: what he- 
wrote about men was not necessarily- 
signs of homophilia but merely the ■ 
spirit of the Storm and Stress move-.' 
.merit of his time." Ehrlich said. 

“It's true that Goethe may have been 
confused about his sexual identity irc.- 
his younger years, but it is foolish to* 
conclude that passionate love for other: 
men was the driving force in his Jilt 
and work." 

Prays, who wrote an acclaimed ■ 
biography of Chancellor Heimm Kohl..-: 
says his critics are upset because he is'* 
challenging Goethe's pretense of viril-.V- 
ity whereas he is more interested in ' 
exploring .whether Goethe's hidden' 
sexual proclivity might have some¬ 
thing to do with the richness of his 
imagination and literary canon. “Peo¬ 
ple do not like to hear that their heroes- 
are subject to the same habits and ■ 
foibles as normal humans." Prays said.' 
"The image of Goethe has been care-' 
fully cultivated over the years as culiu-' ! 
ral version of the German superman. 1“ 
am just trying to tell people the truth 
about the man's real nature. Fs no rea¬ 
son for them to feel so uncomfortable." 


LA Times-Washinglon Post 
News Service 
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GITEX ‘97: The biggest show yet 
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Internet Banking applications look set to grow: 

Microsoft aims to lead 
in on-line banking 


By Jabra Ghneim 

Special to The Star 
Microsoft is moving very 
strongly in the field of elec¬ 
tronic commerce. It seems that 
the computer software giant is 
dedicating its efforts to chang¬ 
ing the way we bank and 
conduct financial 

transactions. 

Recently, for example, 
Microsoft joined with First 
Data G>rp. in a joint venture 
called MSFDC. First Data is 
one of the giants of electronic 
processing in the US ($4.9 
billion in revenue last year). 

Microsoft also put together 
a standard technology for 
electronic transactions called 
SET (Secured Electronic 
Transactions) that has now 
the backing of the whole 
industry. SET uses an 
encryption scheme to protect 
any sensitive data you send 


server operating systems with 
its Windows NT 4.0 and NT 
5.0 which have an advanced 
and free Internet server inside. 

It is part of Microsoft's 
diversification policy to expand 
into services like MSFDC, or 


i 


MSFDC will be a big hit for 
Microsoft. Invoice collection is 
a big industry in the US. If 
things go well for Microsoft, 
then Microsoft will earn a per¬ 
centage on every bill paid 
through its service. According 
to industry observers MSFDC 
will create a complete, tightly 
integrated electronic flow 
from the time the bill is issued 
to the time the payment is 
credited to the consumer and 
deducted from his/her 
account. 

This will reduce many of 
the overhead costs associated 
with today's invoice collec¬ 
tion systems. According to 
the system, invoicing compa¬ 
nies will pay most of the cost 
which will induce more banks 
to join the service. Also, the 
more consumers abandon 
their paper based economic 
dealings, the more cost will 


any sensitive data you sena ■--- . r . d |h system's 

on-line. Adding to all that, Mr Gales wants to be everyone’s efficiency “n be higher. 
Microsoft released a piece of bank teller, collecting E-payments Microsoft is also working on 


-- ■—----o -- — ■ ----- etnciency will ne mgnci. 

Microsoft released a piece of bank teller, collecting E-payments Microsoft j s also working on 
software. The .Microsoft Site a way t0 use PUSH technoi- 

Server-Enterprise Edition. , OP y m send invoices electron- 

This package includes all the online travel—check out ‘ customere making the 

tools you need to conduct elec- Microsoft s travel site expc- * a [ ol more easier, 

ironic commerce and is much diaxom. The Expedta site (Jj icrosofl is very ^nous about 

easier to use and configure than made $100 million last year. ectronic commerce and bank- 

the equivalent UNIX based compensating for all the losses elortronic com mere 

pieces Microsoft also is des- Microsoft took m .ts other ^eS fig£ a fcrocS 

pned to dominate in the field of online entertainment business. have been 


system a lot more easier. 
Microsoft is very serious about 
electronic commerce and bank¬ 
ing. Maybe that's why they 
have been fighting a ferocious 


THE 17th Gulf Information 
Technology Exhibition. Gitex 
■97. will be held from 29 Octo¬ 
ber till 2 November 1997 at the 
Dubai World Trade Centre 
Exhibition Complex. 

This fivc-dav show, which 

has been expanded __ 

this year by an addi- i ^ 
tional day for the first | : 

time, will be the gt.{ , , 

biggest information j / / 

technology exhibition j / / / 

ever held in the Mid- i > !/ 
die East. More than ,—i-^Cv 

420 exhibitors from j Mil L A 
32 countries arc i 

expected to panici- |___ 

pate in this show. 

Gitex ’97 will feature the lat¬ 
est in software solutions, hard¬ 
ware, desktop publishing, mul¬ 
timedia. multilingual and 
Arabic applications, on-line 
information services, mobile 
computing, power systems, 
computer graphics, peripherals, 
networking and business com¬ 
munications. CAD iComputer 
Aided Designs» systems, con- 

battle over Java with Sun. the 
owner of the Java standard. 

Pari of Java's appeal is its 
ability to work across multiple- 
platforms through .1 browser, or 
a teller machine, or a smart 
card. Multinational banks using 
Java, for example, can write 
unified multilingual applica¬ 
tions for their branches. This 
would tremendously cut down 
on IT costs and would provide 
an extremely efficient way to 
process a bank's transactions 
and dealings. I suspect that this 
is a major reason that forced 
Microsoft to grudgingly license 
Java. Actually, these moves 
resemble brilliant strokes that 
would preserve Microsoft 
throughout the next century. A 
century in which electronic 
commerce and banking will he 
the norm. And even though 
many electronic banking and 
commerce technologies are in 
the ‘technology trigger' phase 
(according to the Ganner 
group). I believe it will soon be 
on the plateau of productivity. ■ 

email; 

GhneimJ@go.com.jo 


su I lane v and iraining. lelecom- 
m unication systems, office 

equipment, printers and print¬ 
ing technology, document 
imaging and video conferenc¬ 
ing technology. Gitex *96. held 
kist vear. attracted 43,016 reg¬ 
istered business visi- 

-- tors: with more than 

400 exhibitors from 29 
countries. 

J Jillian Shaw, inlema- 

/ tional project manager, 
Gitex. staid. "Gitex ’97 
„ will once again re- 
-X affirm its status as the 

B f 1 biggest, most compre- 
B hensive IT event to be 
—-—■ staged in the Middle 
East. Unprecedented in size 
and scope, the event wijl 
encompass the entire exhibi¬ 
tion complex 133,000 square 
meters t of the Dubai World 
Trade Centre." 

Gitex ‘97 will feature the fol¬ 
lowing sections: Computer 
Shopper, the retail section of 
the show iHall l): Print Tech¬ 
nology & Document Manage¬ 


ment, ComputerfOffice Hard¬ 
ware- (Hall .2). Computer Hard¬ 
ware and Accessories (Halls 
3&4 and part of Hall 5), Oracle 
Open World (Hall 5A); Soft¬ 
ware Pavilion (Hall 5); Net- 
woricinc & Communication 
and National Pavilions (Hall 6); 
and ’Telecoms at Gitex L 9T, a 

telecommunication show 

within Gitex (Hall 7). National 
pavilions from United King¬ 
dom. Egypu India, Taiwan. 
USA and Canada will have a 
larger presence at Gitex ‘97. 

The International Manage¬ 
ment Congress, an American 
based association for document 
management companies, will 
return to Gitex *97 with a 
bigger pavilion. Oracle Open 
World will also occupy a 
bigger exhibition space. Three 
major conferences are plannwl 
to run alongside Gitex '97: 
1MC for Document Manage¬ 
ment, Oracle Middle East Con¬ 
ference and Daiamatix- 
Aberdeen Group Conference. ■ 



Rhapsody gets closer 

• Apple s latest operating sys¬ 
tems. Rhapsody, is currently in 
the final state of development 
and looks set to present a major 
advancement for Macintosh 
users in general, but higher-end 
users in particular. 

According to sources ai 
Apple, an early version of the 
operating system has been dis¬ 
tributed to 10.000 developers 
worldwide. 

Rhapsody incorporates 
Apple and NeXT technologies, 
tn create a truly object oriented 
program that delivers seamless 
transparency and ‘openness*. 
Like other advanced operating 
systems, it will incorporate full 
support for many languages 
even improving the mechanism 
of support. 

It should be available to cus¬ 
tomers some time in 1998, but 
is first expected to be targeted 
jl the server and workstation 
level, on the Power PC plat¬ 


form. to later become a main¬ 
stream operating system. 

A totally new vision: Intel 
Merced 

• Intel has announced its next 
generation of 64-bit processor. 

Currently being referred to 
as Merced, Intel says its next 
generation of processors, code- 
named Merced, these proces¬ 
sors are expect to provide full 
compatibility with applications 
design for 32-bil standards in 
use by Pentium PCs. 

The Merced processor repre¬ 
sents a very different chip 
design that traditionally 
expected from Intel, in fact it is 
a serious departure from typical 
Intel engineering for the PC 
standard. 

More information will 
become available when Intel 
officially reveals the design of 
this new processor. 

The Merced processor is 
expected some time in 1999. 


lishtfs of Navigator which is the rival v 

worried sick abort the a harcL 

SSSSS«^ 

ucts—pushed them out of the game* Anh World is ruf£'- ; 

" s n wS£ ffiSSSfe 

* Arabs ***■“ 
ToiT“eXSS 1 as* m w? 

exmaples where smaller, Arab or non- Arab, are.able 
An example is Wintext from WinSoft, die P»o?eemig 
processing application that held opto a^jomy market^ 

CS pound in M. 

software firm, is an excellent product Suii, ifZeine deem.- 
create an Arabic Windows version. 


Global®. 


Global One is the Only provider ofjull Internet services in Jordan. . 

Sales Depatment Tel: 685101 • Fax: 700328 E-mail: info@go.com.jo http://www.go.com.jo ^-Sprint 

Rounding up the world of soccer jjj 



Arab software, pub^ 


Ushers better quickly enter these hem and gain a 
before one of the software giants sets',ns sights on these 
open' opportunities. Now, I wonder which software publish^ 
that could be?|i* 


England: Finally confirming a 

development reported here, Kevin Keegan 
says in his new book, published last week, 
that the Newcastle United directors forced 
him to resign as coach in January because 
of concern about the club's stock price, not 
because he couldn't handle the pressure, 
which was the cover story put out at the 
time. 

"My departure from St James's Park 
tNewcastle’s headquarters) is a story of 
broken promises, underhand tactics and 
shattered dreams.” Keegan writes. ‘1 did 
not jump. I was pushed. I felt like a ^ 
cast-off, tossed aside, after I'd 
fulfilled my purpose.” A 
spokesman for Newcastle 
wou Id make no comment. ^; :--V \j 

Keegan is now • V-’ 
front-office chief at ~T'- ; 

Fulham, trying to work the • —• 

same magic on the Second 

Division London club that 

he worked at Newcastle, only 

this time with Mohammed Al Fayed's 

millions, not John Hall's. 

Meanwhile, the victim of Keegan’s first 
move. Micky Adams, whom Keegan fired 
even though he coached Fulham to 
promotion Iasi season, was hired as 
manager of Third Division Swansea. He 
lakes over from Jan Molby. who was fired 
with the Welsh club in 20th place. 

France: Tough limes ai Nantes. Going 
into the weekend. Nantes had scored only 
six goals in 11 games. The team's attack is 
so poor that its leading scorer is goalkeeper 
Mickael Landreau. with two goals — both 
of them own goals. 


Germany: The federation ordered 
Munich I860 and Karlsruhe to replay their 
2-2 draw because the referee inadvertently 
blew his whistle before Karlsruhe's tying 
goal; that caused the 1860 defense to stop 
play and gave Sean Dundee an 
unchallenged shot. It's the second time a 
Bundesliga match has been ordered 
replayed; the Iasi time, a couple of years 
back. FIFA strongly objected and 
threatened disciplinary 
action. And indeed. FIFA 
announced ii will review 
last week’s decision, too. 
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r , ^ v' V' Italy: Graeme 

Souness' reputation took 
another hit last week when 
he was "removed" as coach of 
Serie B Torino (to use the club's 
word) with the club in 15th place in the 
second division. Souness won a reputation 
as a coaching firebrand by beginning 
Glasgow Rangers' ascent to dominance in 
the 1980s, but then he disappointed 
Liverpool’s followers when he moved to 
England, and now he’s fallen flat on his face 
in Italy. 

That lends ammunition to the argument 
that winning a lot of games at Rangers is no 
big deal; its success can be attributed as 
much to its unlimited buying power and the 
weakness of the rest of Scottish soccer as to 
any particular talents Souness and Walter 
Smith may or may not possess. Edoordo 
Reja takes over in Turin... 

Napoli joined the quick-fix parade last 
week by firing coach BortoloMutU after 
only five games. Carlo Mazzone, formerly 
of Roma and Cagliari, takes over. 
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Saudi Arabia team 

Portugal: First Division Leca. tied for 
Iasi in the First Division, fired coach 
Rodolfo Reis Iasi week. Then, the olher 
bottom club. Belencnscs. fired its coach. 
Stoicho Mladenov. making them the second 
and third coaches to bite the dust in the 
young season. Giants Bcnfica got the firings 
off to a rousing start when it dumped 
Manuel Jose last month. 

Russia: The president of ihc federauon 
criticized his players for not trying hart 
enough in World Cup qualifying, though his 
reasoning was. to put it mildly, cooty. 
Vyacheslav ■ Koloskov said the fact that 
none of his players had hcen injured proved 


that they were lazy. "The (first) Bulgaria 
game, "not one player needed medical 
attention." Koloskov said. The lazy 
Russians nonetheless did advance in the 
playoff round of European qualifying. 

Spain: Having left his cocoon to step out 
into the really, really big time. Barcelona 
coach Louis Van Gaol said last week he’s 
stunned by the pressure involved in leading 
the world's biggest club. Barcelona, 
undefeated and four points ahead of the 
league, nonetlielcss has been booed in 
recent games, especially when Van Goal has 
made unpopular substitutions. "It’s 
unbelievable, when you're leaders," he said. 
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Perhaps the roughest seats in soccer 


By Serge F. Kovaledd 

SAN SALVADOR—It is a vortex of sav¬ 
age soccer hooliganism. 

There has been the sacrificial throwing 
of animals, mostly chickens, cats and igua¬ 
nas. both dead and alive. There are the 
occasional showers of urine, fecal matter 
and pica-pica@. a plant dust that causes 
itching and irritation of the skin. Goals are 
sometimes celebrated with gunshots. And 
firecrackers, rocks and other projectiles 
routinely erupt. A referee was left stagger¬ 
ing on the field after he was belted in the 
hold with a bottle at the end of a recent 
World Cup qualifying match. 

Welcome to "Vietnam.” 

lt is a hard-bitten stretch of about 
16,000 cheap concrete seats at Cuscatlan 
Stadium here in El Salvador's capital that 
is arguably the most notorious section of 
soccer die-hards in Latin America. They 
are a slew of some of the poorest, most 
violent and most desperate people in this 
small Central American country of 6 mil¬ 
lion residents. 

Since the late 1960s, generations of 
these fans and their section have been col¬ 


lectively dubbed Vietnam, a folklorish 
moniker that reflects their battlefield brand 
of rooting — local and international games 
— that has developed an even tougher 
edge with die emergence of armed gangs 
in the nation’s cities. 

"You have to have guts to come here, 
spectator Oscar Fonceca, 26, said between 
chares while standing in Vietnam during a 
playoff match between El Salvador’s 
beloved national team and the U.S. team 
this summer. "Here we have the real peo¬ 
ple, and we have our own law." 

Police officer Rodolfo Arevalo, who 
was assigned to Vietnam at last month's 
contest between El Salvador and Canada, 
offered a law enforcement perspective. 
'This a feared place, a very tense and ner¬ 
vous place,™ he said. "It is for people with 
no means and no culture at all, and the 
worst tilings crane here. But a lot of emo¬ 
tions come here, too.” 

The National Civilian Police dispatched 
2,000 officers to provide security at the 
game—nearly one-seventh of the force. 
Large numbers of firearms and knives 
were confiscated before the match at 
checkpoints around the stadium, and doz¬ 


ens of arrests had been made by the lime 
the final whistle blew. 

Looking around as fellow officers wres¬ 
tled a thrashing Tan out of the section, Are¬ 
valo said. “You really base to he here to 
comprehend what Vieutam is like." 

There have been concerns that out-ol'- 
control fans could cause soccer's world 
governing body to penalize El Salvador's 
soccer federation and require the team to 
play m another country—as has been done 
with other dubs. 

While denouncing the violence in Viet¬ 
nam, Sergio Valencia, who plays on El 
Salvador's national team, said soccer for 
the fans in that section is an escape from 
the hardships of life. "They are the poorest 
of the poor. And they come here to live 
and release their stress, and they express it 
in different ways." he said. 

Vietnam—where it costs about $5 to sit 
—- has received international attention as 
El Salvador competes in a six-nation quali¬ 
fying tournament to play for the World 
Cup in France next year. The regional 
security office of the U.S. Embassy here 
issued an advisory two weeks before the 
United States played El Salvador, prohibit¬ 


ing U.S. government employees and 
dependents from attending and warning all 
U.S. citizens about crowd violence at 
games. 

Before the match, which ended in a 1-1 
tic. radio broadcasts asked spectators to 
behave and Fliers were handed out al the 
stadium urging fans to "show the world 
nur manners" — which they did for the 
most pun. 

But in an earlier qualifying match 
between El Salvador and Mexico, officials 
halted piny for several minutes after fans 
inundated the field with objects. That fol¬ 
lowed a controversial decision by an 
Argentine referee not to call a penalty 
against Mexico for what Salvadoran fans 
considered a blatant infraction. At the 
game's end. a linesman was hit in the head 
by a thrown bottle. 

"That is justice." said spectator Mario 
Onionio. 26. who was sitting in Vietnam 
during the match between El Salvador and 
Canada. "When the referees act bad, we 
act bad. That is the way justice works 
here.” ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
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From England and Italy match 

"It's what you have to do as trainer or 
coach." 

Switzerland: Sion lost its appeal to 
UEFA last week, which means it still gets to 
replay the 2-2 draw against Spartak 
Moscow that eliminated ii from the UEFA 
Cup. UEFA had ordered a replay because 
the goal in Moscow for the second leg of 
the tie was too low. but Sion appealed, 
demanding that it be awarded an outright 
victory. The □ Imos[-unprecedented rematch, 
to be played Wednesday, was moved from 
Spartak's Lokomotiv Stadium to the 
82,000-capacity Luzhniki Olympic .stadium. 

Turkey: First Division Dardanclspnr lost 
2-0 last week to Kocneitspor. That's usually 
nothing to draw our attention, except that 11 
of Dartanclspor's directors promised not 
only a victory but also a shutout. As 
penance, the 11 shaved off their 
moustaches: for one man, it was the first 
lime he'd been clean shaven in 30 years. 

Argentina: Colombian international 
striker Alvciro Usuriaga of Indcpendiente 
was banned from soccer for two years after 
testing positive for cocaine lost week. The 
penalty throws into relief the preferential 
treatment the federation has given Diego 
Maradona. 

After Maradona failed yet another drug 
test recently, he was allowed to keep 
playing while the federation scrupulously 
afforded him every consideration, including 
two retests (one expensively farmed out to a 
private tester) and an extended appeals 
process. Usuriaga. meanwhile, fails for the 
first time and immediately gets the harshest 
penalty in Argentine soccer history. 

Brazil: A teen-ager died when a bomb 
exploded during a fight between rival fans 
at the 0-0 draw between Vascn da Gama 
and Cruzeiro last week in Bclo Horizonte. 


Three other fans . were injured. Maurioo; j' 
Otavio, head of the Cruzeiro fan club L whi>- .' 
is helping the investigation, lamented-th^ r ’. : 
"we have to root for our teams. Mtij-;.!; 
happiness, not violence." r: 

Saudi Arabia: National team coach?:;' 
Eduardo Vinaada was fired overjfcv? 
weekend despite a 1-0 victory over Qatar hr? 
a World Cup qualifier that left the tearn-onj£>- 
a point out of first in its qualifying group. : ; .v 
Otto Pfeisler takes over. ■ 

African Champions League: Afriow^ 
champions Zamalek of Egypt lost yet agafeffJ 
the African Champions League.-.theBW^ 
third-straight defeat. Fcrroviario .wtiri :, 2rp5tt 
home in Maputo, shooting the Mozartt^qtK^. ; 
champions into a tie for First place in-Gfra^^C* 

The group is exactly upside down 
with four-time continental champions^." 
Zamalek on bottom, with fellow big-limaS/? 
Club Africain of Tunisia in third affcKnifc/y 
equally surprising 2-0 loss to Goldfields^V 
Ghana. Goldfields and Feixoviario. 
were supposed to be the make-weights. 
the group. They play in Accra on 
and Zamalek will be eliminated as 
that game doesn't end up in a draw, i 

Group A also is topsy-turvyj^iw^- 
pre-tournament favorites Orlando 
South Africa still without a 
after Primiero de Agosto of Angola woft2'||5 
at home in Luanda.. The win. 
confirmed that the Angolans are riO'f Hdffi fr. 
left Primiero alone at the top bf the-?(£§&> 
after yet another upset, this tme in MortKCp^.; 
where Raja Casablanca somehow mana$»-£, 
to lose 2-0 to USMA of Algeria; rwTu^jf.- 
vaulted into second. 

The group winners will advance f- 

to a two-leg final. ■ -. 
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